Jewish 


FRONTIER 


Editors 


Haytm GREENBERG 


Hayim FINEMAN 


Managing Editor 
IstDORE ABRAMOWITZ 


Associate Editors 
David PINSKI, JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG, MARIE SYRKIN, JACOB J. WEINSTEIN, SAMUEL WOHL 


Business Manager 
PINCHAS CRUSO 


Assistant Editor 
MINA BROWNSTONE, 


Published monthly, except July and August, by the League for Labor Palestine, at 1225 Broadway, New York City, and admitted as second 
class mai!, December 13, 19234, at the Post Office, New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Single copies, 15 cents. Subscription $1.50. 


Foreign $2.00. 





VOLUME II 


JUNE, 1935 


NUMBER 8 





CONTENTS 


OSL Co ree es Rete Senden earn: ee eee 
The Dreiser Aftermath 
Mr. Hapgood Clarifies 
Oil for the Wheels 
B'nai Brith Convention 
The Eclipse of a People 
Troyanovsky on Biro-Bidjan 
Future of German Jews 
Lawrence of Arabia 
Social Reforms in Palestine 
Once More — Revisionism 
David Ben-Gurion 
What the Labor Zionist Bloc Demands 





Why Vote Labor?—Baruch Zuckerman 

Decade of Progress in Palestine 

Murals—Temima Nimtzowittz .......---...00cc-seccceencece-eoccen-cceeeceoee 16, 17 
New Perspectives of Zionism—David Ben-Gurion 
Socialist-Zionist Manifesto, 1901—Nachman Syrkin 

Zionism and Education : 

Progress in Colonization—Arthur Ruppin 

Two Documents—Stephen S. Wise 

Chaim Arlosoroff—Henrietta Szold 

A Communication—Alice L. Seligsberg 

Histadrut and the Rabbinical Assembly 

League Notes 

Last Minute Information Concerning Elections ..................-.-.-- 





The Month 


THE DREISER AFTERMATH 


D2S the general reticence of the American 

liberal press upon the Dreiser-Hapgood cor- 
respondence imply indifference to the issues in- 
volved or lack of interest in any of Dreiser’s 
opinions? The only two non-Jewish periodicals 
that thus far have been perturbed over Dreiser's 
bigotry are The Nation and The New Masses. 
Both publications endeavor to cajole the “con- 
science’ of American liberalism into a state of 
sanity. The Nation offers him safe ground for 
retraction by hoping that he “would not turn 
traitor to intelligence in the United States’’; and 
The New Masses tenderly urges the former com- 
munist to “clarify” his position, if only in relation 
to Jewish workers, and publicly recant. Curiously 
enough, of the seven printed letters about Dreiser 
addressed to The Nation, six are written by Jews. 
The only non-Jewish correspondent, Mr. Selden 
Rodman, as editor of Common Sense (!) voices 
in the interests of liberalism (!) a protest against 
any one’s presuming to “expose” the too-honest 


novelist’s middle Western prejudices! The wor- 
ried New Masses finds room for a two-page ar- 
ticle by Michael Gold in order to warn Dreiser 
that the anti-semitic gun is loaded. But having 
a private axe to grind, Mr. Gold not only points 
out that the Jews are a race of exploited workers 
and paupers but also takes advantage of the 
Dreiser affaire to gerrymander Zionism. Accord- 
ing to Gold, Zionists would agree with ‘“‘reaction- 
ary’ Dreiser that “Jews ought to have a nation 
of their own and ought to be glad to leave Amer- 
ica and Europe en masse to found a new nation.” 
That statement is, of course, a Jewish communist’s 
perversion of the facts . Zionists do not believe 
that Jews. have to become a nation. They claim 
that the Jewish people has been and still consti- 
tutes a distinct nationality with a Palestinian 
homeland where, without interfering with just 
Arabian national rights, it is entitled to establish 
an autonomy of its own. Moreover, Zionists 
do not concur with Dreiser in matters of Jewish 
migration. They hold that Jews have a right to 
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stay or emigrate. In contradistinction to Zionists, 
Dreiser wants to create a situation where the 
Jewish masses would either “be glad to leave’’, or 
be suffered to remain only on condition of forced 
assimilation into “pure” Americanism. These 
anti-semitic, chauvinistic alternatives the Jewish 
people indignantly opposes. Besides, despite Mr. 
Gold’s misinformation, Zionists do not “agree 
with their persecutors that two races cannot live 
side by side in a country.” On the contrary, they 
insist that Jews and other nationalities can and 
should live side by side as equals. Whence they 
object to processes which lead to the extinction of 
the Jewish people and demand equal rights for 
the Jewish masses the world over. In addition, 
like the communists in Russia, Zionists realize 
that the Jewish national problem cannot be com- 
pletely solved save in a country where Jews might 
constitute a majority. Only ina territory where a 
Jewish autonomy is created can a normal and gen- 
uinely productive Jewish culture be evolved. Mr. 
Gold may personally be “willing to surrender all 
that is good in Jewish tradition in return for a 
greater good.” So much the worse for him and 


for those of his comrades who entertain the bar- 
barous notion that the establishment of a brother- 
hood of man requires the relinquishment of what 
is truly noble in the heritage of any nation. But 
Mr. Gold’s readiness to take flight from what is 
best in Jewish life neither justifies distortion of 


clearly formulated Zionist views nor warrants his 
spreading the canard that Dreiser’s anti-semitism 
and Zionist aspirations flow in the same channel. 


MR. HAPGOOD CLARIFIES 
M* HUTCHINS HAPGOOD has sent Jew- 


ish Frontier a communication on its stand 
in the editorial columns of May. We are very 
pleased to present to our readers Mr. Hapgood’s 
clarified attitude to the Jewish question: 
I was rather amazed to discover in your issue 
of May, that I am editorially considered to be 
anti-Semitic. The editorial eye discovered some- 
thing which I was unaware of, namely that I do 
not desire to preserve Jewish characteristics in 
the United States. I myself might have written 
the following sentences from your editorial: 
“Liberals should realize that there is room in 
one and the same country for a variety of types 
and cultural forms. Nationalism and _ inter- 
nationalism interlock and do not mutually ex- 
clude each other”. 
I believe in the preservation of all foreign cul- 
tures existing now in the United States. I am 
not a nationalist in the sense of wanting merely 
a “‘pure’’ American strain, whatever that is. 
In my letters to Dreiser, I merely stated that 
his methods of getting rid of Jews had the oppo- 
site effect from what he wanted, but I didn’t say 
that I wanted the same thing. In my second 
letter, to be sure, I said: “The second suggestion 
ycu make, assimilation, is not only rational but 
is actually taking place, and would take place 
much more rapidly and go as far as is socially 
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desirable, were there no anti-Semites who by their 
intolerance and cruelty retard this process of 
natural union.” 

By the phrase “‘as far as is socially desirable’’, 
I meant that it would be well to preserve the 
cultural contribution of the Jews wichout subject- 
ing them to their present intolerable situation. 


OIL FOR THE WHEELS 
A READING of the press accounts concerning 


recent attacks on anti-fascist groups in 
American universities raises a vexing question. 
The proportion of Jews who are victims of vio- 
lence is unusually large. In the University of 
Wisconsin, 150 hooligan students break up a 
meeting of the League for Industrial Democracy 
and throw Mr. Stanley Fried into Lake Mandota 
for warning the National Students’ League of the 
mob’s approach. On the following morning, Miss 
Lola Lebow, just released from the University in- 
firmary, is slugged on the campus by a prominent 
athlete. At Connecticut State College, where 
student vigilantes support the Board of Trustees 
in a policy of compulsory military training, they 
hurl a Mr. David Pinsky into the pond. Among 
the five Hunter College students suspended 
indefinitely for participating in the student anti- 
war demonstration of April 12 are the Misses 
Theresa Levin, Margaret Wechsler, Lillian 
Dropkin and Beatrice Shapiro. Even more 
impressive is the number of Jewish names among 
the twenty-one undergraduates at City College 
of New York who have been expelled by um- 
brella-wielding Frederick D. Robinson for pro- 
testing against the official welcome offered last 
October to the Mussolini student emissaries. 
Though no Jew prominently figures in the present 
Rutgers College inquiry, the issues involved are 
nonetheless frankly Nazism and _ anti-Jewish 
propaganda. Now Jews, partly because of their 
ostracized condition, readily respond to the ex- 
citing and vivifying ideals of social change. But 
they are by no means the only ones who protest 
against R.O.T.C., fascism, war, and anti-semitism. 
The tens of thousands of boys and girls who 
participate in anti-reactionary activities prepond- 
eratingly are descendants of non-Jewish stock; 
and American radicalism, in all its various forms, 
is certainly not a Jewish product. And yet it is 
Jewish youths, despite shortening and adopting of 
fancy family and given names, who are singled 
out for physical maltreatment and special venom. 
In European countries the Jewish masses from 
the very beginning have functioned as oil for the 
wheels of social revolution. Are Jewish liberals 
doomed to serve in America, too, as shock-troops 
and scapegoats for the preservation of the liber- 
ties of speech, press and conscience? Liberty 
cannot indeed be purchased without a price. But 
why should the Jew have to pay more heavily 
than others? 
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B'NAI BRITH CONVENTION 


4 ims ten-point plan to fight anti-semitism in the 
~*~ United States, promulgated at the recent 
B'nai Brith Convention, does not make cheery 
reading. The proposal emphasizes all too pain- 
fully the appearance of an old evil on a new scene. 
The character of the recommendations made b 

Mr. Livingston, chairman of the Anti-Defama- 
tion League, may be gleaned from point six which 
urges that ‘when malefactors are pointed to as 
Jews’, statistics of penal institutions be invoked 
for refutation; and from point seven, ‘“‘every ac- 
cusation must be answered by facts and not de- 
nials’. We fear that Mr. Livingston overestim- 
ates the magic efficacy of facts and figures. 
Dreiser’s fantastic excursion into the realm of 
higher mathematics for an estimate of the size 
of the American Jewish population is melancholy 


evidence of the futility of objective data when 


dealing with a miasma which emanates from 
wholly irrational abysses of hate and fear. You 
may come to the charge with statistics as incon- 
trovertible as the United States government cen- 
sus, and make no dent. Phantoms are not vul- 
nerable. No matter how often Jewish spokesmen 
will point out (again reinforced by unimpeachable 
figures) that Jewish bankers floated only 7% of 
the total foreign loans, Coughlin will continue to 
thunder about the Baruchs and the Warburgs; and 
the reverend Father’s followers will not refer to 
the Jewish press for verification of his charges ei- 
ther. Naturally, whenever legal redress is available 
to scotch a libel, the Jewish community should be 
energetic in its response. All avenues for the 
dissemination of correct information should be 
utilized, but there is no use in nurturing the idle 
hope that a Jewish “‘fact” is the antidote for an 
anti-semitic “fancy”. It is generally admitted 
that the too vehement indulgence in purely jour- 
nalistic, rather than legal, refutations frequently 
serves as a boomerang by attracting undesirable 
publicity to an otherwise obscure charge. Fur- 
thermore, there is the danger of developing a 
pathological defensiveness. The American Jew 
must not develop a morbid awareness of every 
whispered malevolence and innuendo. When you 
are asked why you killed your grandmother, in- 
dignant explanations are not in order. The 
spiritual integrity of the Jew demands that his 
energy be expended in the creation of positive 
values, rather than in a one-sided combat against 
a Protean enemy with whom one can never come 
to grips. There is no lack of tragically serious 
problems to engage the full attention of American 
Jewry. At the same convention, Mr. Alfred 
Cohen, president of the B’nai Brith, reported on 
the growing discrimination against Jews in all 
types of employment. He stressed the fact that 
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many Jewish employers refuse to employ Jewish 
help. Obviously here is a sore spot in the Jewish 
community which calls for immediate cauteriza- 
tion. The analysis of the economic status of the 
American Jew undertaken by the B’nai Brith is a 
genuine contribution to the understanding of the 
Jewish position in the United States. 


THE ECLIPSE OF A PEOPLE 


HO says that Hitler’s government rests on 

gun and sword alone, that the people are 
hostile to him, that the voice of the people is now 
stifled and cannot give expression to its will? 


Let us not fool ourselves, or harbor any 
illusions about what is takingsplace. No one 
compelled the German population of the Saar 
valley to vote for Hitler; yet the greatest majority 
of them has done so—with pathological enthu- 
siasm. Hitler's hand, it is true , has not yet 
reached Danzig, but the ‘Free City’ has long 
been a Nazi city. And if this were not sufficient 
evidence, we saw further proof in _ last 
month’s elections in Czechoslovakia — the only 
remaining democratic country in Central Europe 
—that Naziism is not merely a military regime, 
but more than this—it is a psychic epidemic. The 
German Socialist-Democrats, who had 21 repre- 
sentatives in the previous parliament, came out 
of the last elections with only 11 of their candi- 
dates elected; which means that they lost nearly 
half of their votes. The Hitlerists — or as they 
are called in Czechoslovakia, Herr Henlein’s 
Party — received the highest (German) vote. 
Close to 1,300,000 Germans (in a population of 
only 3,500,000) voted for the Bohemian Hitler, 
Herr Henlein, and for the other candidates which 
he, as leader, had named. 

The election in Czechoslovakia should open 
our eyes. The Hitler peril is much greater than 
we imagine. It is more a spiritual peril than an 
administrative-military one. Hitlerism marks the 
eclipse of a people, at least of a great section 
of the people; and it has its roots in a diseased 
folk mentality. The world must see Nazism 
as a mental epidemic for which cures must be 
sought. 


TROYANOVSKY ON BIRO-BIDJAN 


FOREIGN Jews will now be admitted to 

Biro-Bidjan — so the Soviet Ambassador at 
Washington, Alexander Troyanovsky, announced 
to a Jewish delegation a short time ago. 


We do not ask what kind of Jews will be ad- 
mitted into the Jewish Autonomous Territory. 
It is to be expected that Jews in general, those 
not prepared for or capable of adapting them- 
selves to a life of hardship as artisans, farmers 
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or industrial workers, will not be ‘“‘invited” 
there. It is regretable, however, that the am- 
bassador did not state in clear terms the number 
of foreign Jews that the government is ready 
to admit to Biro-Bidjan. We have so many Jews 
in Eastern Europe (especially in Poland) who 
must emigrate, that the question of numbers is 
the most important one in this case. So far the 
representatives of Moscow have been cautious in 
disclosing actual numbers; and the occasional 
figures which they do venture to state, are quite 
low and insignificant. 

The whole business of foreign emigration to 
Biro-Bidjan is rather funny. It is like adminis- 
tering the famous remedy for a tooth-ache: ‘‘Pour 
some hot drops of molten sealing-wax on your 
head. The tooth-ache will immediately disap- 
pear.” The “tooth-ache” of the Polish, Lith- 
uanian and Roumanian Jews, however, is so un- 
bearable, that they cannot be choosers even when 
it comes to such remedies as that of Soviet “‘seal- 
ing wax”’ in Biro-Bidjan. Whatever may happen to 
them in Biro-Bidjan, they certainly will not remain 
idle there. This in itself is quite a help. Dry 
bread is, after all, better than no bread at all. 
Also they will certainly not suffer from official 
anti-semitism. 

We have not been convinced, though, that a 
great center for Jewish masses is being built in 
Biro-Bidjan. If it should turn out that the Si- 
berian region can become a new home, even if 
only a step-home, for some tens of thousands of 
Jews who are threatened with economic, and 
physical ruin, it would certainly be a signifi- 
cant event and would be ignored by none of us. 

It is for this very reason, however, that we 
regret Troyanovsky’s reluctance in mentioning 
actual figures. 


FUTURE OF GERMAN JEWS 


NDER the title, “The Jews in Nazi Ger- 
many”, the American Jewish Committee has 
just published a White Book summarizing the 
facts regarding German Jewry. Although a sober 
review of decrees and only a bare outline of anti- 
Jewish measures, this little book tortures the 
imagination with direct quotations and unadorned 
figures. However, the worst aspects of the case 
cannot be converted into statistics. All we can 
summarize arithmetically is that some 70,000 Ger- 
mans, of whom 10,000 are non-Jews, went into 
exile, and for the rest, that the Jews and non-Jews 
who stayed in Germany, hounded for racial and 
political reasons, constitute a tragedy. If the 
V oelkischer Beobachter boasts of 90,000 refugees 
and of $25,000,000 in booty, labelled as ‘“‘emigra- 
tion taxes’’, it makes little difference. 
“A terrible hatred and bitterness that often 
break out inwardly, poisoning a whole mind, or in 
the home, creating rancor, ill-temper and disrup- 
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tion, are common enough in the absence of any 
outward justice or possibility of redress”. This 
was written by an observer in the Manchester 
Guardian for January, 1934. Now, two and a 
half years of Nazi rule have passed. In an article 
in the Central-Verein Zeitung, the organ of anti- 
Zionists, we read: ‘‘We see flowers and proces- 
sions and the banners which we are not allowed 
to fly, and we have to stand aside. We cannot 
join in the rejoicing of the German people—we, 
who have borne the grief of this people as our 
own grief. But we feel all the closer together in 
the room that is allowed to us. This is our 
world now, this small German Jewry, these few 
people oppressed by a load of anxieties; and yet 
we shall not let this load crush us to the ground, 
or doubts rob us of our courage.’’ But we dare 
not judge these tragic people; we feel the poig- 
nancy the more because we know that the rejoicing 
and the processions are hollow. Nevertheless, the 
issue between the German Jews who wish to work 
out their destiny in the Reich and the Zionists 
who see the solution in Palestine, becomes ironic. 
Still more ironic is the statement in the Voelkischer 
Beobachter that the economic and political future 
of Palestine is of interest to Germans who hope 
it will absorb at least a million Jews. 

There is but one escape from this mad disorder 
and that is by the natural process of life itself 
whose working basis is youth. We cannot foresee 
the immediate future of Germany. But, we can 
point out the official figures of the Jewish Agency 
for the Zionist immigration from Germany of 
1933-4, which give a total of 16,700 persons in- 
cluding capitalist entrepreneurs, doctors, lawyers, 
engineers and architects. The largest immigrant 
German element is composed of young men and 
women who go to the soil and the factory. There 
is even a younger element of boys and girls be- 
tween fourteen and seventeen who have come 
straight from German to Palestinian schools. 
While Americans write the White Books and 
while the older generations are debating in Ger- 
many, such facts as these remain the only true 
contributions to consolation and sanity. 


LAWRENCE OF ARABIA 


ONE has to go back to the Elizabethans for 

a career as glamorous as that of T. E. Law- 
rence. He had that gusto for adventurous action 
combined with immense intellectual versatility 
which made the Raleighs or Sidneys who owed 
allegiance to the Virgin Queen. The list of his 
endowments and activities dazzles minds accus- 
tomed to the strict limits of twentieth century 
specialization. He did valuable archaeological re- 
search; he was a sufficiently gifted classical scholar 
to make a new, individual rendition of the Odys- 
sey; his ‘““The Seven Pillars of Wisdom”, which 
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appeared in condensed form as the popular ‘‘Re- 
volt in the Desert”’, is ranked as a brilliant literary 
work on Arabia, second only to Charles Doughty’s 
“Travels in Arabia Deserta’, published in 1888; 
and, finally, with Doughty’s great classic for 
guide, he led the Arab revolt against the Turk. 
His retirement to anonymity, disillusioned by the 
elaborate negotiations of the Peace Conference 
which violated the promises he had made to Feisal, 
was part of the romantic tradition of which he 
was the supreme modern protagonist. Despite 
the popular impression to the contrary, there 
seems to be little foundation for the belief that 
Lawrence viewed Zionism as another violation of 
his pledges to Feisal. The latter, who was com- 
pletely under Lawrence’s influence, stated in a 
letter to Professor Felix Frankfurter that the edu- 
cated Arabs “look with the deepest sympathy on 
the Zionist movement.”’ Furthermore, the Man- 
chester Guardian reports that Lawrence was will- 
ing to testify in behalf of the Jews after the 1929 
riots in Palestine. To a certain extent, surely, 
the gallantry of Lawrence’s spirit must have been 
touched by the gallantry of the Zionist pioneer. 
And if Lawrence was concerned with the concrete 
evidence of charts and statistics, he could hardly 
help knowing that the physical well-being of the 
Palestinian Arabs showed a sharp up-curve since 
the reconstruction of Palestine began. 


SOCIAL REFORMS IN PALESTINE 


THE Histadrut has for many years contended 

for the introduction of progressive social 
legislation in Palestine. It has not been an easy 
fight. The government has viewed Palestine 
merely as a stretch of the ‘‘colorful Orient’? which 
it was believed, could well do without those protec- 
tive laws for the working population, long fought 
for and attained in a large portion of the civilized 
world. 


However, the persistent effort of the Histadrut 
has not been in vain. Today we mark the first 
response to the demand for social legislation. 
The High Commissioner for. Palestine published 
a new series of laws recently, dealing with a 
raise of wages for the daily and monthly railroad 
workers, special salary increases for all govern- 
ment officials in Tel Aviv and Haifa, a forty-eight 
hour working week and an extra compensation of 
25% for overtime work. The new laws further 
deal with an annual two-week paid vacation, with 
partial sickness insurance and with pensions after a 
certain number of years of service. 


We have no reason to flaunt these laws as the 
most advaced form of working class legislation in 
Palestine. The present “‘social reforms” have been 
meted out by the government meagerly and cau- 
tiously. They must, however, be viewed in the 
light of the semi-feudal condition of the land. 
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A large section of the Arab workers in Palestine 
are as yet in a condition similar to those immi- 
grant-workers of whom legend has it that 
they agreed to the eight-hour working day only 
after “a clever young man” pointed out to them 
that on such a day one would be able to work “for 
two bosses’’, sixteen hours a day, and .. . make 
an easier living. An eight-hour working-day in 
Palestine is therefore an attainment of the first 
magnitude. 

True, the new laws pertain mainly to govern- 
ment employees. But their influence will surely 
extend to private enterprise. The fight of the 
Histadrut for wider social legislation in the whole 
economic range of the country has better pros- 
pects now. These conditions will facilitate a wider 
participation of Jewish workers in public works 
and government service. 


ONCE MORE—REVISIONISM 


HE Zionist Executive recently sent a state- 

ment to the League of Zionist Revisionists 
with reference to their decision to withdraw from 
the Zionist Organization, a decision alleged to 
have been occasioned by the resolutions of the 
Actions Committee bearing upon organization 
discipline at its last session. These resolutions, 
it is pointed out in the Executive statement, con- 
stitute no change of policy: “The Zionist Organ- 
ization has always adhered to the principle that 
while every Zionist has full liberty to express 
opinions, he is bound in all Zionist matters to 
accept and obey the decisions of Congress and 
of all bodies elected by Congress!” 


It is unfortunate that at this late date, after 
thirty-eight years of existence of the Zionist Or- 
ganizaion, the Executive must assume the role of 
elementary school teacher and instruct a whole 
party in the ABC of organization. Herzl’s main 
accomplishment lay in the fact that he created the 
general organization for Jewish policy, that he 
fought against chaos, and lack of discipline. In the 
inner strength of the Zionist organization, which 
he set up, Herzl saw a nucleus of the coming 
Jewish statehood. One must be a queer sort of 
“Herzlian’” not to understand or to negate the 
meaning of Herzl’s most significant achievement 
—the Zionist Congress. The Executive has done 
the only thing it could do in the present situation: 
it reminded the Revisionists of the elements of 
political Zionism. The question is whether they 
wish to be reminded. As we see from one 
of his recent articles published in a Warsaw peri- 
odical, their leader now boasts of the fact that 
as early as ten years ago he had contended with 
his associates that the Zionist Organization would 








not do for them. He has personally remained out- 
side the general organization for some time, and 
it is not likely that he will be convinced now that 
he has led his party into a rut. The Revisionist 
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masses of Europe must first free themselves of the 
harmful influence of Jabotinsky before they can 
find their way back to the ranks of organized 
Zionism. 


DAVID BEN-GURION 


OUR movement is entirely free from the cult-of- 

leadership which nowadays characterizes re- 
actionary parties. We hold a leader to be a 
teacher whose methods are open to discussion 
and whose instruction must not be taken on faith. 
A leader among us is an agent whose actions 
are to be viewed critically, and at times, if 
he does not live up to expectations or if he makes 
a false step, with harsh disapprobation. 


Our camp does not consist of people who can 
be led blindly, who allow their leader to handle 
mandate and trust as he may see fit. Leadership 
involves greater difficulty and responsibility with 
us than with certain other groups in Jewry. A 
movement which produces tens of thousands of 
pioneers should necessarily require of its guides 
intellectual gifts as well as the finest moral sense. 
It is not a coincidence that David Ben-Gurion, 
for many years the head of our organized labor 
movement in Palestine, now our guest in Amer- 
ica, enjoys deep confidence everywhere, and 
wields a wide influence over the Zionist-Socialist 
movement of the entire world. His ceaseless 
and energetic activity, his personal prestige have 
so increased with the years that today his sphere 
of influence extends far beyond our own move- 
ment. Ben-Gurion is rightly regarded as one of 
the very few guiding figures in the whole Zionist 
movement, and his words are marked with interest 
and respect by all nationally conscious Jews. 

For casuists the old problem of whether Zion- 
ism and Socialism can be intellectually compatible 
may still occupy a significant place. Ben-Gurion, 
averse to any forms of scholastic sophistry, thinks 
in realistic terms. With his wholesome common- 
sense, clear vision and empirical approach, he has 
long since removed all artificial barriers between 
progressive Zionism and radical socialism. For 
him the working class among the Jews 
is the natural and the loyal bearer of na- 
tional ideals, not in theory alone, but in daily 
practice; while in principle, in view of the his- 
toric task which it is called upon to perform, the 
working class is the ‘‘most national” of all class- 
es, the whole people of the future, the entire 
nation in potentiality. It is not a coincidence 
that one volume of his collected addresses and 
writings, in which he treats of concrete problems 
of Zionism and Labor in Palestine, bears the 
symbolic title “Mi-Ma’amad le-’Am’” — From 
Class to People. The class interests of the Jew- 
ish worker, correctly understood, coincide with 


the widest national interests of the entire people; 
for the working class will ultimately constitute, 
economically, socially and culturally, the nation 
as a whole; the preponderant majority of the 
Jewish people is destined sooner or later to join 
the ranks of the society of free Jewish workers. 


“Mi-Ma’amad le-’Am’” — from a class to a 
people — this is Ben-Gurion’s way of Labor- 
Zionism, the way of our Zionism as a whole. 
In order that this social vision may come to real- 
ization, however, we must not forget, at the 
present time, the other line: “Me-’dm le- 
Ma’ amad”—from a people to a class. The Jew- 
ish people in toto with all its classes and pseudo- 
classes, is duty-bound to create in Palestine the 
fundamental class, without which no society can 
exist nor a nation be established and survive very 
long—the class of working and productive people, 
the actual “hamotzi lechem min haaretz’”’. History 
has willed that through Zionism, and for Zionism, 
a whole people devote a large portion of its en- 
ergy for the establishment of a class. This class 
must contain within itself the spine of our whole 
national organism. No one of our leaders of 
recent years has demonstrated this truth in word 
and deed so well as Ben-Gurion is doing daily. 

In addition to the heavy responsibilities which 
he has carried for many years as leader of the 
Histadrut and the Labor Party of Palestine, Ben- 
Gurion has been burdened in the past two years 
with another official responsibility, that of mem- 
bership in the Zionist Executive. On his short visit 
to America, he came, so to speak, “in two capaci- 
ties’. But Ben-Gurion knows, and we all know, 
that there can be no conflict between these two 
missions. In a moment of great opportunities for 
Zionism in general, and especially for Labor 
Zionism, he comes to us with his call for mobiliza- 
tion of all Zionist constructive forces; he comes 
with the demand for more concentration and 
more cooperation between the different factions; 
he comes to remind us that “time does not wait”’, 
he comes to strengthen our ranks and to turn 
sentiment into energy. 

His call will be heard, his demand will be 
heeded. 
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What the LABOR 


ZIONIST Bloc Demands 


HE Labor Bloc presents its own candidates 
'* in the forthcoming elections for the Nine- 
teenth Zionist Congress, and takes this oppor- 
tunity to clarify its position in regard to the chief 
problems now engaging the attention of the 
Zionist movement and the Jews of Palestine. 

The Labor Bloc is not a party organization in 
the narrow sense of the word. It represents a 
coalition of the following groups: The United 
Labor Party, Poale-Zion Zeire-Zion, the National 
Jewish Workers Alliance, the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization, the Ha-Shomer Ha-Zair, the Poale 
Zion and Workers Alliance Youth groups, the 
Hehalutz and the members of the non-partisan 
League for Labor Palestine. The common plat- 
form adopted by these organizations contains pri- 
marily those planks in regard to which there is 
complete accord among these groups. 


@ ORGANIZATION AND DISCIPLINE 


The first problem which must concern every 
Zionist at present is that of the Zionist Organiza- 
tion itself. The World Zionist Organization, the 
chief factor in the reconstruction of Palestine, is 
composed of parties and groups which naturally 
have various ideologies and differing practical so- 
lutions for the numerous political and economic 
problems involved in the reconstruction of a Jew- 
ish homeland. Yet, no matter how great the de- 
gree of mutual tolerance may be it is clear that 
the several constituent parties and fractions must 
observe a needful measure of discipline if the 
Zionist Organization is to achieve the great goal 
set for it by history. There is ample room for 
opposition viewpoints and earnest ideological con- 
flict within the framework of the Zionist Organi- 
zation; however, we cannot permit a condition in 
which individual groups will engage in separatist 
political activities where questions of international 
policy are involved, and will establish contacts 
with political powers and governments on their 
own responsibility. Such a situation endangers the 
authority of the Zionist Congress and its execu- 
tive bodies. 

We therefore demand that all parties and 
groups which consider themselves a part of the 
Zionist Organization recognize the political unity 
of the Organization and the sovereignty of the 
Congress and its executive bodies in all questions 
of foreign policy. The Zionist Congress must 
make clear that the foreign policies of the Zionist 
movement can be conducted only by these bodies 
(Executive, Actions Committee) which have been 
80 empowered by the Congress, and that individual 


groups must not assume political initiative without 
the knowledge and consent of the appropriate 
political bodies. 

The organs of Jewish self-government in Pale- 
stine (Asafad Hanavovim and Vaad Leumi) em- 
bodying as they do the conceptions of Jewish 
unity and organization, are of immense import- 
ance for the realization of Zionist aims. Without 
these bodies, national disintegration and political 
anarchy threaten the Jewish settlement in Pale- 
stine. We will therefore demand that the Nine- 
teenth Zionist Congress oblige all parties and 
groups, as well as each individual organized Zion- 
ist, to support these organs of Jewish autonomy, 
and abstain from any act which might weaken their 
authority. 

For the same reasons, we will demand that the 
Nineteenth Congress introduce strict discipline in 
regard to our financial institutions (Jewish Na- 
tional Fund and Keren Hayesod). The growth 
of Jewish immigration and colonization, the en- 
larged economic possibilities now offered us by 
Palestine, have not removed the need for national 
capital. On the contrary, they have shown con- 
clusively that a whole series of important Jewish 
objectives cannot be obtained without pioneer na- 
tional capital. Private capital, which must be at- 
tracted in increasing measure for the development 
of the country, must be balanced, and frequently 
stimulated, by national capital so as to function 
compatibly with national interests. We will there- 
fore demand that the Congress oblige all parties 
anew to give active support to the Zionist Funds. 


@ THE JEWISH AGENCY 


We recognize the necessity for political and 
economic cooperation between the Zionist Organ- 
ization and other elements of World Jewry in the 
reconstruction of Palestine. The Jewish Agency, 
as at present constituted is far from satisfactory 
both from the viewpoint of democratic represen- 
tation and of concrete contribution. We will 
therefore demand that the Congress formulate a 
plan according to which the Jewish Agency will be 
reorganized on a democratic basis, and its non- 
Zionist elements will become more actively instru- 
mental in the reconstruction of Palestine. 

Speculation in land, which has become current 
in Palestine, endangering the economic as well as 
moral soundness of the colonization work, is a 
shameful and menacing phenomenon. For several 
successive years speculation has been checking the 
extension of Jewish national land; it has been 
hampering the work of national colonization and 
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making it impossible for immigrants with modest 
means to engage in agriculture or even to solve 
the problem of living-quarters in a satisfactory 
fashion. Palestine’s capacity to absorb new im- 
migrants has been appreciably lessened because of 
criminal speculative real estate operations which 
continue to raise prices both in town and village. 
The fact that substantial groups of Jewish em- 
ployers have again begun to violate the principal 
of Jewish labor and to employ large numbers of 
unorganized Arabs imported from outside Pal- 
estine, is equally dangerous to our national wel- 
fare and to an increased immigration. We will 
therefore demand that the resolutions of the last 
Congress in regard to land speculation and the 
duty of employing Jewish labor be made obliga- 
tory for all members of the Zionist Organization. 
Any Zionists who will violate one or both of these 
vital principles will be expelled from the Zionist 


Organization. 
@ POLITICAL DEMANDS 


We are convinced that the time has not yet 
come to place the question of the final status of 
Palestine before the Congress. The chief prob- 
lem to be solved within the next few years is one 
of colonization rather than politics. That is 
the question of mass immigration and its pro- 
ductive establishment in the economic life of the 
country. We will therefore demand that the Nine- 
teenth Congress express the will to enlarge the 
scope of colonization; and that the new Executive 
be directed to attempt to secure the opening of 
Transjordania for Jewish immigration and for the 
creation of Jewish settlements. 

The Congress must protest energetically against 
all artificial hindrances placed in the way of Jew- 
ish immigration into Palestine. The present ab- 
normal condition in which immigration is actually 
less than the absorptive capacity of the country, 
so that a number of Jewish agricultural and in- 
dustrial enterprises cannot develop for lack of 
workers, must not continue. The schedule system 
now in effect according to which the government 
assigns a definite number of certificates for a giv- 
en period, no longer suits the new economic tempo 
of the country, and must be changed promptly. 
Because we believe in the state-building power of 
the Zionist movement, we will demand that the 
government of Palestine empower the Jewish 
Agency to allow the entrance of as many immi- 
grants as the country is able to absorb according 
to the Agency’s competent judgment — with the 
proviso that the Jewish Agency guard against un- 
employment in the country through the regulation 
of immigration. 

The purchase of land for Jewish colonization 
has become more difficult because of a series of 
laws and administrative decrees which hinder the 
free economic development of the country. We 
will therefore demand that the Congress seek the 








repeal of all legal obstacles to Jewish colonization. 
At the same time the Congress should express 
the demand of the Jewish people that government 
land be utilized for the development of Jewish 
agriculture. 

The next Congress must seek the fair distribu- 
tion of government positions. An equitable pro- 
portion of Jewish workers should be employed in 
such government services as the post, telegraph, 
railroad, port, etc., and the police force. At the 
same time pressure should be exerted on the gov- 
ernment to introduce an adequate standard of 
wages determined by the standard of living of the 
country as a whole, and the Jewish population in 
particular. 


The Jewish Agency as well as the Jewish ad- - 


ministrative bodies of Palestine have a high bud- 
get of expense for sanitation and education. The 
Government of Palestine does not fulfill its duty 
in regard to the Jewish population of Palestine in 
that it contributes insufficiently to the mainten- 
ance of the necessary health and educational in- 
stitutions. The Congress must therefore demand 
that the government participate adequately in the 
Jewish educational budget and in the maintenance 
of Jewish medical institutions. 

As yet no laws have been passed to protect the 
elementary interests of the workers. The forth- 
coming Congress must therefore instruct the Ex- 
ecutive to urge government adoption of laws in 
regard to a minimum wage, shorter working- 
hours, workmen’s compensation for accident, un- 
employment and sickness insurance, old-age and 
invalid pensions, as well as a separate provision 
which will absolutely prohibit child labor. 

We will demand that the Congress fight against 
the introduction of a legislative council. Under 
present conditions such a council would hinder the 
reconstruction work in Palestine and would in- 
tensify the political situation to the disadvantage 
of both the Jewish and non-Jewish population. 
At the same time the government must be urged 
to increase municipal autonomy on a democratic 
basis in non-Jewish as well as Jewish communities. 

Lately the question of suffrage in the Jewish 
municipalities of Palestine (Tel-Aviv, Petach- 
Tikva) has become increasingly sharp. Reaction- 
ary elements of the population have begun to agi- 
tate for a property qualification for the franchise. 
They are attempting to introduce a statute ac- 
cording to which only certain classes of taxpayers 
would be eligible to exercise the most elementary 
human right—the right to vote in the elections 
of the local self-governing communities. We will 
therefore demand that the Congress take the nec- 
essary steps to ensure equal rights of franchise 
for the Jewish population of Palestine. Residence 
for a given period of time should be considered 
sufficient qualification for the franchise, without 
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further consideration of the property or tax-pay- 
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ing capacity of the resident. Woman suffrage 
should be introduced in those municipalities where 
it does not already exist. 


@ IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION 


Palestine still is, and will long be, a pioneer 
country. New positions for mass-colonization 
can only be won by courage and sacrifice. Old 
positions, lately weakened, particularly in agricul- 
ture must be rewon. The pioneer period has not 
yet ended. The immigration of large numbers of 
specially trained, nationally disciplined halutzim 
must be regarded—now perhaps more than ever 
—as the chief guarantee of economic and social 
growth in Palestine. We will therefore demand 
that the Congress seek means of improving the 
training of the pioneers in various countries, that 
it increase the current of pioneer immigration, and 
that in Palestine it create conditions calculated to 
employ this pioneering energy in those branches 
of the Jewish economy where it is most required. 

In many countries the Jewish middle-class now 
finds itself in a hopeless state. Frequently the 
middle-class Jews has been assisted through pion- 
eer immigration: The majority of the halutzim 
have actually been recruited from middle-class 
families, or families which once belonged to the 
middle-class and had become ‘“‘declassed.”” Fur- 
thermore, there are sections of the middle-class 
willing and able to adapt themselves to a normal 
productive life in Palestine. These groups require 
special approach and treatment to facilitate their 
incorporation into the working-class. There are 
still others, not wholly property-less sections of the 
middle-class which can function constructively in 
the economic life of Palestiné without surrender- 
ing their class-character: artisans who can be- 
come independent colonists, industrial entrepren- 
eurs, and, in certain instances, merchants. We will 
therefore demand that the Congress formulate a 
practical program for the immigration and econ- 
omic settlement of those middle-class elements for 
whom there are actual prospects in Palestine, or 
for whom the conditions of a normal economic 
existence may be created. 

The Huleh concession, which passed into Jew- 
ish hands this year, has brought sharply to the 
fore the need for beginning a new period of en- 
larged agricultural colonization. Valuable pos- 
sibilities have appeared in Emek Hefer and other 
sections of the country. We will therefore demand 
that the Congress formulate a plan for the increase 
of our national capital and the. mobilization of pri- 
vate capital to carry out these colonization projects 
in their full scope. 

The cooperative and communal forms in Pale- 
stine (kvutzo, moshav ovdim) can now be evalu- 
ated not for their noble ethical, social content 
but for their concrete economic achievements. The 
majority of these communal forms which certain 


1 


circles have for years viewed with scepticism, have 
shown themselves to be successful economic en- 
terprises. The absorptive capacity of these eco- 
nomic forms has proven to be greater and surer 
than that of enterprises conducted by private capi- 
tal. We will therefore demand that commune- 
colonization in all its forms should continue to 
occupy a prominent place in Zionist economic 
policy, being given equal weight with other types 
of colonization; and that the already existing 
kvutzas and moshavim be provided with neces- 
sary equipment in the interests of new immi- 
grants; and that the establishment of new com- 
munes and cooperative settlements be inaugurated 
immediately. 

Large Jewish immigration demands the exten- 
sion of the credit system in the country. Thou- 
sands of newcomers, among them many middle- 
class immigrants who plan industrial or agricul- 
tural enterprises, require cheap credits. The 
Congress must therefore seek the creation of na- 
tionally controlled credit institutions which will 
aid immigrants in establishing themselves in town 
and village. These same institutions will, at the 
same time, be a financial weapon for combatting 
speculation, usury, and violations of the principle 
of Jewish labor. These institutions will extend 
credits only to such employers as employ organized 
Jewish labor, and do not engage in speculation. 

The fact that a number of Jewish workers are 
leaving agricultural employment for urban trades 
is undoubtedly one of the most depressing tenden- 
cies in Palestine today. Within the past two 
years, entire colonies have lost Jewish workers 
and have become increasingly “‘Arabized.”’ Sev- 
eral Jewish colonies are now only theoretically 
Jewish because the majority of the workers are 
non-Jews. We will demand that the Congress aid 
Jewish workers to enter agricultural occupations 
by securing funds to build cheap living quarters in 
and around colonies, with adequate provision for 
some type of husbandry (gardening, poultry, 
dairying, etc.). 


@ ORGANIZED LABOR 


To prevent extreme exploitation on the part 
of employers, and demoralizing rivalry among 
the various workers’ organizations of the country, 
we insist on the unity of all workers within the 
framework of one labor organization. The “His- 
tadrut Haovdim” is now, as ever, open to all 
Jewish workers who wish to participate in the 
reconstruction of the Jewish homeland and are 
prepared to assume the elementary duties of labor 
solidarity and professional discipline. All Jewish 
workers, irrespective of their political affiliations 
or religious tendencies may become members of 
the Histadrut. Only those who are actively op- 
posed to Zionist aims or who refuse to submit to 
trade union discipline are not eligible for member- 
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ship. We will therefore demand that the Congress 
recognize the Histadrut as the official labor union 
of Palestine. Other labor organizations in the 
country are to be urged to join the Histadrut. 
Labor organizations that for special reasons find 
it impossible to join should be urged to form indi- 
vidual agreements with the Histadrut which will 
nullify the possibility of disorganization and de- 
structive competition among the workers (an ex- 
ample of such an agreement may be found in that 
between the Histadrut and the Hapoel Hamiz- 
rachi). 


HE Labor Bloc presents this platform with 

* assurance that such a program is the most 
effective method for continuing the successful re- 
building of a Jewish homeland in Palestine. The 
individual planks show clearly that we nowhere 
lose sight of the immediate, pressing needs of 
Palestine as a whole. The fundamental idealism 
of our viewpoint makes us neither impracticably 
visionary nor narrowly partisan in our conception 
of the Jewish situation. Our practical demands 
spring from long and honorable experience in the 
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actual daily work of reconstruction. Our under- 
lying ideology which stresses a Palestine built by 
Jewish labor is equally the fruit of our experience 
as builders of the land. We know that the only 
way to hold the doors of Palestine open for mass 
immigration is through strengthening the Labor 
Bloc. There can be no conflict of interest between 
the national welfare of Palestine and the Jewish 
workers. The two are inextricably interwined. 
The only class-interests that threaten Palestine 
are those of speculators and employers of cheap 
Arab labor—elements whose unbridled, anti-na- 
tional “rugged individualism” endangers what- 
ever Zionism so painstakingly achieved. We ap- 
peal to every Jew who hopes to see in Palestine 
not another petty sphere for private exploitation 
but a Jewish homeland, to vote for the Labor 
Bloc. Only a group that has a record of con- 
structive action and enlightened social vision can 
be entrusted with the destiny of Palestine at this 
critical juncture. Only a group whose ideology 
makes it subordinate personal appetite to national 
well-being must have the leadership of Zionism. 


Why Vote Labor? 


An Analysis of the General Zionist Platform 


OUR friends, the General Zionists of America, 

find themselves in a real dilemma: They are 
compelled to make two statements which are ob- 
viously contradictory. They are forced to con- 
cede that laboring Palestine is the most important 
builder of the Homeland, and in the same breath 
they maintain that in the election of delegates for 
the 19th Zionist Congress, one must vote against 
the Labor Front. With such contradictory planks 
they have constructed an election platform and 
issued a document replete with paradoxical state- 
ments. For instance, one reads that Jewish labor 
is “the foundation of the Jewish National Home”’; 
in a subsequent line one is confronted with state- 
ments spoken softly in innuendo and half-uttered 
words, that bear the ear-marks of Revisionist 
sophistication about the dangers of the class-strug- 
gle. Obsolete terms concerning “exaggerated 
partisanship” are rather generously dished out. 
Finally an appeal is made for the support of 
their bloc, backed by claims to the distinction of 
being the only loyal and disciplined Zionists and 
the sole providers for the Zionist budget. 

The Election Platform of the General Zionists 
consists of 16 planks. In the very first of these 
sixteen points one detects the /eitmotif which is 
so laboriously woven into the fabric of the plat- 
form. This point declares “the right of all classes 
and groups of settlers to share in the opportunities 
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of the Jewish National Home’’. If this point 
has any meaning at all, it implies that there are 
some who deny such a right. Here we find hinted a 
known Revisionist claim, that the present “‘rulers”’ 
of the Zionist movement—the labor wing—extend 
priority and privileges to the working class, thus 
discriminating against other classes. This implica- 
tion is not true. 

If by “other classes”, against whom discrim- 
ination is alleged, is meant the wealthy groups, 
then it must be remembered that, under present 
political and economic’ conditions, these classes 
have a maximum of oportunities. They enter 
without any difficulties; no Hakshara (prepara- 
tion) is required of them; they do not show certi- 
ficates and once in the country they can immedi- 
ately benefit from all the favorable conditions cre- 
ated for them by the cooperation of the Jewish 
worker with national capital. What the prepara- 
tion of these sound conditions have cost the Jewish 
worker is a story deeply engraved in the annals of 
the new historic era which Zionism has created for 
the Jewish people. Graves near every flourishing 
settlement are witnesses of the price which the 
pioneer Jewish worker paid to create a new econ- 
omy—to establish the possibilities of increasing 
working power, to create consumers, to build high- 
way arteries, and to evolve a feeling of security 
among the wealthy group because an organized 
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force of labor, strong enough to protect it, existed 
in Palestine. Before Jewish workers in cooperation 
with Jewish national capital had established a 
sound economy the wealthy Jew was not attracted 
to Palestine. He did not seek ‘‘a share” in the 
Jewish National Home. In early days, the “share” 
consisted of starvation and unemployment, and 
when employment was available, it meant exposure 
to ravaging malaria germs and frequent encounter 
with the bullets of a hidden enemy. This “share” 
was left entirely to the enjoyment of the Jewish 
worker. To create the impression that the “other 
class” has a real grievance and a justified claim, 
is a rank betrayal of the decades of constructive 
work which the Jewish laborer invested in 
Palestine. | 

If the allusion to ‘‘other classes”’ is directed at 
the poorer groups of the Jewish middle class it 
is necessary then to reiterate that an immigration 
subject to the political regulations under which 
newcomers enter Palestine, and to the economic 
absorptive capacities of the land, must be selective. 
This selection is dictated by a necessity which gives 
priority to the young, physically fit, and spiritually 
alert, in preference to the less adaptable older 
generation. It is a blatant misrepresentation to 
speak of class distinction in this process of selec- 
tion. Is it still necessary to rehearse this Zionist 
axiom before Zionists? 

Consider the case of father and son who both 
belong to the work-seeking class. If the son ar- 
rives first it is more beneficial to both the country 
and the family. He is sooner able to create pos- 
sibilities for bringing his father. Were the father 
to come first it would work to the disadvantage 
of both the country and the family. Such a situa- 
tion conditions the method of selection and is 
not a desire to discriminate against anybody. The 
land needs healthy working hands. This 
axiomatic truth is expressed in the next point of 
the Platform. ‘Jewish labor is the foundation 
of the Jewish National Home.” We subscribe 
to this statement of course, but if it is to have any 
meaning it follows that this “foundation’’ must 
be sound. The “foundation” of any structure 
must have special consideration. It must first 
be laid and strengthened before any “other class- 
es” are built upon it, before the walls and roof 
can be placed. So we find a natural, unavoidable 
form of “discrimination” in the process of build- 
ing. The building of Palestine also contains that 
sort of natural ‘‘discrimination’’—that is, if we 
do not intend to build without a foundation. 

How can we explain the paradoxical juxtaposi- 
tion of an insinuating warning in the first para- 
graph ‘Beware of the classes, Israel!’’ and of 
the “foundation” theory in the next one? 

The answer is rather simple: 

The “foundation” theory being an elemental 
truth it follows that one must vote for the “foun- 
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dation” in a political election campaign, i. e. for 
labor. This does not suit our “regular” Zionist 
friends. Therefore it is necessary to arm oneself at 
the outset with the semi-Revisionist trick of crying 
wolf (“classes”), something that lays the ground- 
work for the appeal: Vote for us, General-Zionists 
—a non-class party in Zionism. 


Point three speaks of the expansion of our 
agrarian colonization in Palestine. A point well 
taken and true. This is one of the pivotal de- 
mands of Labor Zionism, advanced at the last 
several Congresses and at meetings of the Actions 
Committee. We are rather pleased that other 
Zionist parties are including this point in their 
programs. But it is our sincere hope that it does 
not remain a mere program-phrase. We look 
forward to seeing it rooted in actual construction 
work in Palestine. 


Point four speaks of “Encouragement of pri- 
vate initiative and acceleration of industrial and 
commercial enterprise”. What kind of “private 
initiative” is meant? And what kind of “‘commer- 
cial enterprise’? Speculation is also private 
initiative and commercial enterprise. I do not say 
that the American General Zionists support spec- 
ulation. I only want to call attention to the fact 
that this plank in the platform is formulated 
without any reservations, again with the obvious 
intention of insinuating that there are those who 
hinder and oppose private initiative. To this we 
say quite openly: We are for private initiative 
and for commercial enterprises which widen work- 
ing facilities for the Jewish masses and create a 
greater opportunity for increased Jewish immigra- 
tion and a wholesome economic entrenchment. 
But we are against such private initiative as, 
through speculation, limits and narrows these 
opportunities. 


Point five speaks of “reform in the immigra- 
tion regulations and methods of the Jewish Agen- 
cy’. But if you search even most diligently, for 
the slightest hint as to what these reforms might 
be, you search in vain. There are those who 
are disgruntled because under present regulations 
they cannot enter Palestine. To these they must 
offer the assurance, that ‘‘we General Zionists” 
are going to bring about reforms for their benefit 
—a hazy promise. Bear in mind that this point 
does not deal with that fundamental reform on 
which all Zionists are agreed: To fight for 
an increased immigration commensurate with the 
true economic absorptive capacity of the country. 
This point is contained in every program of every 
Zionist party. Again, this plank speaks of re- 
forms by the Jewish Agency in its own methods. 
Perhaps the General Zionists can enlighten us as 
to the exact nature of reforms needed? Or may 
we ask a question: You General Zionists of Amer- 
ica are represented in the Executive of the Agency. 
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Why have we not heard any suggestions of re- 
forms coming from you in the last two years? 

Point six speaks about co-ordinating, under the 
supervision of the Jewish Agency, all economic 
undertakings and bodies which are now function- 
ing in Palestine. This point is not debatable. We 
only hope for its realization. 

A high peak of obscurity is reached in the 
election platform in point seven. It reads: ‘““We 
favor measures to facilitate the establishment of 
a just social and economic order in Palestine, 
which shall embody the highest ethical and social 
ideals of the Jewish People.”’ 

We ask the very simple question: What does 
it mean? To what does it obligate itself? We, 
the “narrow partisans’, the ‘“‘class-conscious’’ 
people, say very clearly: We want to extend the 
existing cooperative agrarian establishments which 
we have in Palestine. We want to extend our work- 
ers’ settlements which are opposed to all forms of 
exploitation of hired labor. We want to buildmany, 
many more such colonies, many more din Harods 
and Nahalals. What do these ‘‘above-party”’ peo- 
ple of the General Zionists say here? What do 
the “‘exclusive’’ Zionists, free from all ‘‘class-tints”’ 
want? 

We “class” Zionists say: Our socialistic and 
cooperative agrarian settlements have achieved 
the following: First, they are economically 


sound. Second, they act as an antidote against 


the lure of the city. Nobody deserted these set- 
tlements in the last two years. Contrast this with 
the great exodus from privately owned agrarian 
centers to the cities. (While Jewish labor de- 
serted the privately owned settlements, the popula- 
tion in the collective settlements rose about 50% in 
the last two years.) Third, they act as important 
receptive areas for new Jewish immigrants who are 
ready to settle on the farms. Fourth, in socialistic 
and cooperative settlements there is no class-war; 
classes do not exist there. Fifth, all these groups, 
built by the joint efforts of national capital and 
Jewish labor, upon a socialist and cooperative 
basis, will always remain Jewish. We categoric- 
ally deny that this is class economy; we maintain 
that it is a sound people’s economy. Does point 
seven in the platform of our General Zionists 
oblige them to help in the further establishment 
of such “‘class enterprises” or not? And if they 
do feel obligated to such a program, why not say 
it plainly, why hide’ behind the phrase “social 
justice’? The three-headed freak, known in 
America as “Group B” also blabs insincerely about 
“social justice”. While all profess these utter- 
ances, these catch-phrases in election platforms, 
labor translates nice: words into concrete social 
bodies. Only we say to the Zionist voter: 

Do you want sound agrarian economic founda- 
tions in our Jewish economy in Palestine? Then 
vote for more labor representatives to the Con- 
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gress. See to it that the postion of labor repre- 
sentation is strengthened in Zionism. Are you 
opposed to such agrarian settlements? Then 
vote against the labor list. But insist that every 
program submitted to you presents clearly what it 
means. 

Point eight attempts to deflate the Mizrahi 
balloon. They say to you: Brothers, we General 
Zionists are fully agreed that Jewish tradition and 
religion must be respected. .. . As far as the Miz- 
rahi balloon is concerned, we do not want to as- 
sume the responsibility of keeping it supplied with 
wind. But we have often made known our position 
in these matters. We say you can not regulate mat- 
ters of intimate personal persuasion by resolutions. 
The labor movement in Palestine, aware that it has 
in its ranks workers who observe custom and cere- 
monial, considers it is obligated to make those 
members feel at home in all public institutions with 
which the working element is associated. This 
is a policy to which the labor movement in Pal- 
estine is pledged. This was repeatedly declared 
at the Congress and various meetings of the Ac- 
tions Committee by representatives of labor. 

Points nine and ten deal with expressions of 
confidence in the Zionist Executive, speak of dis- 
cipline in the Zionist Organization and acknowl- 
edge the sovereignty of the Zionist Congress over 
all the elements included in it. 

Point twelve admits the need of a labor or- 
ganization in Palestine (Sic!). 

Point thirteen demands a larger immigration 
into Palestine and fourteen colonization in 
Trans-Jordania. 

Point fifteen demands larger government par- 
ticipation in Jewish education, health work and 
other Jewish public activities. 

Point sixteen declares opposition to a Legis- 
lative Council in Palestine. 

These last points’ are identical with those in 
our own program, although, in part, differently 
formulated. In principle they are in full agree- 
ment with our own aspirations, and it remains 
obvious that a larger labor delegation will bring 
about their realization. 

I left point eleven for special treatment, not 
so much because of its contents, but because of 
innuendo in the formulation. Point eleven reads: 
“The strengthening of the National Funds—The 
Keren Hlyesod and the Keren Kayemet: recog- 
nition of their priority over party funds and party 
collections by all affiliated federations, parties and 
groups.” We are in full accord with the belief 
that we must strengthen the Keren Hayesod and 
the Keren Kayemet. They deserve all priority 
over other fund-raising activities which various 
groups in the Zionist movement undertake. But 
the insinuation is injected in the reference to 
‘‘party fund and party collections.” As General 


(Continued on Page 19) 
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A Decade of Progress 


in Palestine 


THE GRAPH IMMEDIATELY BELOW 
SHOWS THE GOVERNMENT'S RECORD 
OF LAND PURCHASED BY JEWS OVER A 
DECADE OF ZIONIST ACTIVITY IN PAL- 
ESTINE. 


ONE FOURTH OF THE LAND CULTIVATED 
BY JEWS IS SETTLED BY COMMUNAL AND 
COOPERATIVE LABOR. 


Government Records of Land Purchascd by Jews. 
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THE GRAPH BELOW SHOWS A STEADY 
GROWTH IN JEWISH LAND POSSESSIONS 
IN TERMS OF DUNAM FROM_ 100,000 
IN 1901 TO 1,100,000 IN 1934. 
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visit to Palestine, I chose as my subject “‘Old and New ] 
Elements in Modern Palestine.’ ¢ 
In the central panel of the mural in the synagogue of The a 
Society for the Advancement of Judaism, emphasis is laid I 
upon the manual labors of the Palestinian men and women I 
as they work in the banana plantations, orange groves, vine- ] 
yards, and wheatfields during the ingathering season. It 
attempts to show the abundance and fertility of the Emek t 
where agricultural experiments of all kinds are being under- 7 
taken by organized labor. I 
For the last few decades Palestine has undergone a pro- t 
cess of complete rejuvenation. It has become a youthful t 
country. That is why the men and women portrayed in the | 
mural are young and strong. They wear the comfortable, b 
informal attire of the worker in the field, shorts and shirts c 
and overalls. Blue is a favorite color, because as a cool r 
color it serves as a refreshing contrast to the yellow heat or c 
perhaps because it echoes the sky. White sunhats protect v 
the workers from the scorching sun. White and blue spots I 
dot the landscape, affording gracious relief to the monoton- b 
ous green fields in the Emek. t! 
This central panel, almost twenty feet long, and five feet = 
high, is flanked on either side by two vertical panels, each 
measuring eight feet in height and five feet in width. The 0 
panel on the right wall deals with many of the old elements r 
still very conspicuous in modern Palestinian life. In the b 
upper right hand corner is the old city of Tiberias. An i 
Arab oarsman rowed me out on the Sea of Galilee so that I ti 
could make some sketches of this ancient city. Next to it t] 
on the mural we see two money changers. S 
In striking contrast to these is the group of ecstatic Hasi- 5 
dim emerging from the white domes of Meiron which is in y 
the northern part of Palestine. Meiron is the site of the C 
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by Temima Nimtzowitz 


Three Panels 


tomb of Rabbi Simeon bar Yochai. On Lag B'Omer the 
Hasidim assemble there to pay homage to his memory. They 
commemorate the festival with song and dance. Here they 
are shown dressed in traditional garb, dancing with the 
Holy Scroll in the usual attitudes of joy and ecstacy. They 
no longer exist on the physical plane; according to their be- 
liefs, they have mingled with the Infinite. 

The panel on the left wall is the direct opposite of its sis- 
ter panel. It deals with new elements in modern Palestine. 
The builder is the important factor, from whom everything 
radiates. His is the strong, youthful, mental type. Never- 
theless, his hand grasps the tool with the confidence of a 
tried and experienced worker. Palestine is full of these 
laborers now. There the builder is a most honored mem- 
ber of society because it is he who is laying the foundation 
of the land’s future great cities. His fellow workers pre- 
pare the material for the new buildings that rise almost 
over night in the speedy program of reconstruction. Their 
work is hard and tedious, but the purpose for which they 
labor brings a smile to their lips. Even the burden of lum- 
ber that one of them carries on his back loses its weight in 
the face of the ideal to which he is helping give concrete 


v 
form. 


It is through the efforts of these workers too that the city 
of Haifa (seen in the upper left hand corner of the panel) 
rises out of the Mediterranean to climb the heights and 
beauties of Mount Carmel. The new port describes a sweep- 
ing arc in the rich blue sea which gives shelter and protec- 
tion to the ships of many nations. These laborers, too, built 
the University and Library that grace the olive dotted Mount 
Scopus. Students below are shown at their studies. They 
sit at ease. Their instructor inspired by his profession is 
young and enthusiastic. He is a guide rather than a pedant. 
Gently and firmly his hand rests on the shoulder of his pupil 


for the Synagogue of 
The Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Judaism , 






















who, feeling the power of his touch, continues his studies 
with keener appreciation. To the left a group of men and 
women are intently engrossed in the fascinations of scientific 
research. The professor helps the novice. The microscope 
reveals its wonders and new progress in the fields of science 
is made in the old world. The two mains at the right are 
a suggestion of the Rutenberg Elecrical Works at Tel Or. 
The young guide who explained the functions of the huge 
dynamos to a group of us visiting the plant showed how the 
light power of the entire land was controlled at one switch 
board. The workers at Tel Or have their own settlement 
within the precincts of the power plant, their life tied up 
entirely with their work. 


To the left of the central workers we see the Haifa Tech- 
nicum which is one of Palestine’s most highly developed 
educational institutions. The base of this panel is stirred 
into spirited activity by the marching of a group of enthu- 
siastic singing youth. They are dressed in various shades of 
blue, the workers’ color. Their skin is ruddy, their eyes 
brilliant and sparkling. They know that Jewry looks to 
them to carry on the great work of rebuilding, and they 
progress in their purpose with heads high. 


At The Society for the Advancement of Judaism, the 
panels are placed on the south wall, over and flanking the 
two large entrance doors. Although they have consider- 
able depth, they are painted on a two dimensional plane and 
do not in any way violate the primary law of mural paint- 
ing which is, above all, a decoration and should take its 
place on the wall as such. It is the hope of those interested 
in the development of Jewish creative activities that more 
efforts will be made in the future to beautify the walls of 
Jewish places of worship and assembly. 


(Mural and text through the courtesy of The Reconstructionist) 
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A Decade of Progress in Palestine 


Immigrations according to Categorics. 





IMMIGRATION 
- LABOR 
and other 
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THE TOTAL LABOR POP- 
ULATION IN JANUARY 
1933 WAS 35,389: IN 
JANUARY 1935 IT WAS 
67,572. THE MEMBER- 
SHIP OF THE HISTA- 
DRUT IS NOW 75,000, 
SHOWING MORE 
THAN 100% GROWTH 
OF JEWISH LABOR 
SINCE JANUARY 1933. 
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Zionists see themselves, they are exclusively Zion- 
ists, minus reservations—they are exclusively for 
the Keren Hayesod and the Keren Kayemet. In 
this picture we are Zionists, plus something else 
into the bargain—we are not “kosher” and we 
should not receive votes. 

First I want to deny categorically that Gewerk- 
shaften campaign is a “party” fund. The word 
“party” is employed as bait towards hostility 
among those elements to whom the term “‘parti- 
sanship” is an abomination. I declare that our 
funds do not belong to any party. We collect 
funds and forward them to the Histadrut in 
which are included many General Zionists. The 
aim of these collections is profoundly non-parti- 
san. Speaking about promotion of Jewish farms, 
which according to the election program of the 
General Zionists themselves, is the most important 
construction work in Palestine, these ‘‘separate” 
funds of the Histadrut are contributing a very im- 
portant share toward the establishment of such 
farms. 

The Keren Kayemet buys the land; the Keren 
Hayesod provides the machinery and livestock for 
colonization; the separate funds of the Histadrut 
supply the man and muscle power which will drive 
the tractor and mule-team of the Keren Hayesod 
on the land of the Keren Kayemet. This trinity 


makes the waste land productive and lack of any 
one element would constitute a major hindrance. 
Can a fund so devoted be termed a party-fund? 
Could the Zionist movement make shift without 


such a fund? There was a time when the Keren 
Hayesod found it necessary to make allocations 
for just such purposes from its own funds. No 
one can fairly accuse the labor movement of col- 
lecting ‘‘party funds” when it has assumed such an 
all-Zionist financial burden. No one may utter this 
perversion except those who are prepared to say 
how the Jewish farm will materialize without the 
groundwork our funds prepare. When Nir (spe- 
cial department for agrarian colonization of His- 
tadrut) to whom 50% of these “party funds” is al- 
located, provides hundreds of families in the 
Emek Hefer with live stock and implements, is 
Nir to be considered as fulfilling a “partisan” 
function? It would appear that Nir is executing 
functions identical to those of the Keren Hayesod. 
It would be very desirable if the Keren Hayesod 
were in a position to do just this work wherever 
it may be needed, but the facts being what they 
are, is it to the discredit of the Nir and harmful 
to the General Zionists if Nir undertakes to fill 
these gaps? 

When Nir undertakes participation in the re- 
habilitation of the Huleh, is it fulfilling a partisan 
function? When the Histadrut, through its Ge- 
werkshaften and other fund raising agencies 
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maintains the Hehalutz and the Hakshara, in 
their entirety, also preparing Jewish labor thereby 
for all other sound industries, is it doing 
partisan work or work beyond party inter-. 
ests? Would you classify as partisan the trade 
schools maintained by the Histadrut for the ben- 
efit of those who came to Palestine in their youth 
or who are native born? It should be happily 
remembered that a large number of General Zion- 
ists in America do understand the importance of 
the Gewerkshaften campaign. The ready support 
they give this fund is proof. 

When General Zionists give the impression that 
they are the sole workers and supporters of the 
Keren Kayesod and Keren Kayemet, it must be 
emphatically denied. I have recently returned 
from an extended tour of the United States, and 
have visited many cities, and I am in a position 
to make the following statement: 

The best workers for the Keren Kayemet are 
the members of the labor groups. As far as the 
Keren Hayesod is concerned neither the labor 
groups nor General Zionists have functioned effec- 
tively. The Keren Hayesod has been thrown into 
the United Jewish Appeal; this joint appeal is, 
in most cities, in the hands of the ‘‘Federation”’ 
Jews, the social workers. The “Joint” Jews, and 
in some instances, Zionists also help. The entire 
question of the Joint Appeal needs revision. But 
it is downright misrepresentation when those who 
are responsible for mutilating the character of the 
Keren Hayesod and are responsible for the fact 
that our movement has no representation or con- 
nection with the central agencies steering the des- 
tinies of the United Appeal, accuse us of not 
working for the Keren Hayesod, and even imply 
that the reason for our “neglect” lies in our pro- 
motion of “party fund” activities. These sepa- 
rate fund-raising activities in no way interfere 
with our working for the Keren Kayemet, and if 
we were given the opportunity to work for the 
Keren Hayesod, we would find the working power 
for such activity. In the days when the Keren 
Hayesod had independent existence, many of our 
members were at the head of that work in a 
number of cities. 

To say the least, all this is rather poor sports- 
manship, especially now, when the General Zion- 
ists themselves are compelled to admit that our 
comrades in the Executive shouldered with great 
efficiency and devotion the burden of the entire 
Zionist budget, the burden of the entire Zionist 
Organization, the whole political responsibility, 
and according to all estimates have loyally served 
the interests of the Jewish people as a whole. 
When the General Zionists appeal to the voter 
by pleading to be the only true and loyal Zionists 
and ask that our list be ignored because we are 
partisans, it suggests an alarming inconsistency 
in view of the praise which the General Zionists of 
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America heap upon the activities of our comrades 
on the Executive. 

A last word about “Labor Domination’’ in 
general: 

It is rather strange that an Executive com- 
posed of thirteen members of whom only four are 
Labor representatives, should be referred to as a 
“Labor Executive”. But this is so not without 
significant reason, 


Although a minority on the Executive, we hold 
the most important posts simply because behind 
our representatives stand the most creative forces 
in Zionism—the force that knows what should be 
done now, and how to do it. Above all, it can 
accomplish the necessary tasks demanding atten- 
tion at this time. The time for mere Zionist prop- 
aganda is gone. Previously the general Zionists 
had a just claim for being considered the central 
Zionist power. But now, it is building time! 
When one is bent on building, the question nat- 
urally arises: how to build? And when the an- 
swer is given and definite plans of construction 
are formulated, one can no longer be a “general” 
Zionist. One is committed to a definite plan, and 
the grateful reward is being branded a “parti- 
san” Zionist. This explains why General Zionists 
find their scope gradually narrowing within the 
development of the Zionist movement. Having 
regarded themselves in the past as the center, and 
labor as the wing, they are attempting to arrest a 
change in the Zionist anatomy. This may explain 
why they want to delude both themselves and 
others into accepting the myth of their monopoly 
over simon-pure Zionist loyalty. 


New Perspectives 


THE last two years have been a turning point 

in Jewish history, Zionism and Palestine. 
The growing poverty of the Jewish masses, the 
catastrophe of German Jewry, the closed doors 
of other immigration countries have made Pales- 
tine the central point of immigration for the 
Jewish masses. 

The development of Palestine for the last fifty 
years—the result of two generations of pioneering 
in Palestine, has created potentialities for greater 
immigration. This immigration is growing. Four 
years ago we counted 4000 immigrants; three 
years ago, 10,000; two years ago, 29,000; and 
last year 43,000. We look forward to over 
50,000 and perhaps 60,000 immigrants. No mat- 
ter how encouraging the growth of this number 
may appear, it still does not measure up to the 
imperative, critical needs of the Jewish people. 
Palestine must receive an immigration numbering 
millions from the Diaspora. At this point a seri- 
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The condition of the General Zionists is rather 
to be pitied. What is positive in their platform 
they took from labor and must finally credit to 
Labor Zionism, to the Histadrut. This is inevi- 
table. Zionist reconstruction work cannot be car- 
ried on without the Histadrut. Confronted with 
the borrowed plumes of labor the Zionist voter 
might well say: “Why should I vote for the Gen- 
eral Zionists who merely announce their support 
of the Histadrut when I can vote for the labor 
list which is the Histadrut? As for the borrowed 
phrases from the Revisionists, disguised and 
dragged into service, they only lend an air of the 
ridiculous to this platform. 

With a frank program and with an open record 
of achievements in Palestine, Labor Zionism says 
to the Zionist voter: 

ARE YOU AGAINST US THEN VOTE 
AGAINST US; BUT IF YOU ARE FOR US 
DO NOT SEEK SUBSTITUTE LISTS FOR 
THE LABOR LIST TO THE 19TH ZION- 
IST CONGRESS. STRENGTHEN THE 
HANDS OF THOSE WHO HELD RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS. 
THUS YOU BECOME A CO-WORKER IN 
ALL THAT IS BEING CONSTRUCTIVELY 
BUILT IN PALESTINE. YOU BECOME A 
PARTNER IN ALL THAT IS BEING PRE- 
PARED THERE FOR MILLIONS OF JEWS 
WHO ARE TO BE FUTURE SETTLERS, 
AND WHO ARE TO TAKE ROOTS IN THE 
COUNTRY, ON FARM AND CITY, AND 
THUS FINALLY PREPARE PALESTINE 
AS THE SOLUTION OF THE JEWISH 
PROBLEM IN ITS TOTALITY. 


of Zionism 
® by David Ben-Gurion 


ous question arises. Can Palestine absorb such 
millions and how? As an old Zionist, and a resi- 
dent of long standing in Palestine I have believed 
all my life, and now believe more than ever, that 
Palestine can and must absorb a great majority 
of the Jewish people. I must say, however, that 
a majority of the Jewish people in Palestine as it 
is at present—and the Jewish people as it is now 
constituted, are not realizable components. We 
must first rebuild Palestine. We must rebuild the 
Jewish people in order that this majority may 
become actual. Contemporary Palestine does not 
yet have room for new millions. The immigrants 
who come today do not come to the country ac- 
cepting it as itis. They are creating a new Pales- 
tine. They settle not in the land as it is today; 
they are creating within it a new country, settling 
only in those fresh places which they themselves 
evolve and endow with their own creative powers. 

Not in Nablus, not in Gaza, not in Ramal, not 
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in Tul-Kerem—not in these Arab communities do 
you find Jews. Nor does one find them in the 
800 or so Arab villages. The 300,000 Jews who 
have come into Palestine were under a creative 
compulsion to put up new cities and add new vil- 
lages. They had to plant new orange groves, 
erect new factories, build new houses, and plan 
a new economy in order to take roots in the coun- 
try. For we must build here from the ground, 
with our native strength, our very hands, our own 
labor and initiative. 

Nor is Jewry as it is constituted now fully 
ready for Palestine. A people of middlemen, 
tradespeople, professionals, spiritual and _ socio- 
logical luftmenschen cannot emigrate en masse; 
and under such conditions a majority of Jews 
cannot go to Palestine. Perhaps as a minority 
among other peoples we can remain as we are. 
But in Palestine the mass must become peasants 
and workers—without them there can never be 
a true mass immigration. Without them there 
cannot be a Jewish Homeland. Without them 
there cannot be an independent national existence. 
This means that labor and land, and the transition 
of a large majority of Jews to labor and agricul- 
ture are the inevitable factors in the realization 
of Zionism. In the struggle to make available 
Jewish work in cities and on the soil lies the key 
to the realization of Zionism. This defines the 
nature of the class struggle for the Jewish workers 
in Palestine. When these workers came to the 
country they found established colonies, with Jew- 
ish landlords and non-Jewish laboring men and 
women. And for thirty years there has been a 
bitter struggle for settling -Jewish workers, for in- 
troducing humane working conditions, for safe- 
guarding the dignity and right to work, for win- 
ning civil and political rights for the working Jew. 
This fight will go on as long as Jewish labor, its 
rights and dignity, are not assured. And those 
who fight Jewish labor, Jewish workers and human 
rights and decent living standards for the Jewish 
worker, are fighting Zionism. 

What is termed the class struggle in Palestine 
is a struggle for the Halutzim (the pioneers) who 
want to make Zionism a reality. It is a struggle 
against those national traitors who put their pri- 
vate interests and ambitions above the interest 
of the people. This situation holds true of the 
land problem. For if we are to remain, in Pales- 
tine, as elsewhere, wholly dwellers of cities, we 
shall be lost. We cannot build a Jewish State 
with Jewish cities only. Eretz Israel means, lit- 
erally, ‘Jewish soil’, sheltering Jewish peasants, 
not landlords who are orange traders. It means 
Jewish farmers who plough, sow, and cultivate 
with their own hands, with their own sweat and 
strength. Hence, a great immigration means 
great new labor potentialities and new agricultural 
settlements. We are now faced with work which 








21 





must be done on a new scale—immigration on a 
large scale—labor on a large scale—land colon- 
ization on a large scale. Not only the present 
position of the Jewish people—but also the new 
political situation of Palestine, demands this. 
Palestine is becoming an important central polit- 
ical and economic factor on a world scale. The 
new port of Haifa; the oil pipes of Mosul and 
Baghdad; the Baghdad-Haifa railroad; the air 
routes of England and India over Palestine—all 
make this country the important juncture between 
the East and West, between Europe and Asia. 
Palestine is becoming a vital link in the British 
Empire. Great international interests are concen- 
trating in and around it. Jews are becoming more 
and more the dominating economic, political and 
cultural factor there. But we live in a world of 
unrest. Unfriendly forces are being felt in and 
around Palestine. Ambitious Arabian states watch 
with an unfriendly eye the development of a Jew- 
ish population in the country. We must be pre- 
pared for a time of world and local crisis in the 
Near East. 

In this our tempo of growth is itself a decisive 
factor. Neither the Jewish people nor Palestine 
can wait much longer. The realization of Zionism 
must be speeded up. And this cannot generate 
itself. Without a great mass movement, wide 
resources, a sirong will, a long perspective, a pur- 
posive direction and political influence it will not 
be achieved. The present Executive, in the past 
two years of activity, has been motivated by this 
idea—to broaden the Zionist movement and Or- 
ganization—to steer towards the great coloniza- 
tional and political responsibilities of the present 
moment. 

Zionism means the growth of a State, and a 
State does not build itself, nor is it built by those 
who seek their own interests and survival. Only 
through mobilization of mass strength and move- 
ment, with pioneer training, and a readiness for 
self-sacrifice, can this be made a reality. The 
preparations for the coming 19th World Zionist 
Congress should serve as the beginning of this 
mobilization of our masses. The Congress itself 
must reflect the outcome of a great mass-united 
action for great immigration and colonization 
in Palestine. 

From now on, our work must be motivated by 
the idea that the realization of Zionism—the full 
realization—is the task of the present and of 
our generation. 
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Socialist - Zionist Manifesto : 1901 


( IT N “The Appeal to Jewish Youth’, a Russian pamphlet 
which appeared in 1901, Nachman Syrkin, the found- 
er of the Socialist-Zionist movement, made the first attempt 
to effect a synthesis of Socialist and Zionist thought. The 
pamphlet which marks the inception of Socialist-Zionism, 
ts too long for complete reproduction. We are here pub- 
lishing for the first time in English, an extract yest mn 
not only as an historic document but still curiously relevant 
to the problems of modern Zionism. The sections omitted 
are those in which Syrkin illustrated his general thesis with 
a discussion of problems peculiar to his time. The appeal 
was directed on the one hand to the bourgeois Zionists, 
and on the other to the Social-Democrats who opposed 
Zionism as imperialistic, parochial, etc. We omitted Syr- 
kin’s attack on Jewish clericalism—Syrkin then viewed the 
synagogue as anti-nationalist and reactionary—and also his 
discussion of the Jewish Social-Democrat movement as then 
organized. What remains is almost prophetic in its con- 
temporary application.) 
HE age-long persecution of the Jew grows 
more virulent from year to year. Pogroms 
and mass discrimination have become habitual 
phenomena in Jewish life; the human dignity of 
the Jew is being trampled upon everywhere. 

The fundamental general cause of Jewish op- 
pression is that of all human oppression; it springs 
from the unequal distribution of political and 
economic privileges inherent in the class character 
of modern society. The specific, immediate cause 
is to be found in the fact that the Jews, as a 
people, are socially and politically powerless. The 
Jews have persisted in history only because they 
performed a social-economic function necessary 
to other peoples. 

As merchants, owners of capital and petty mid- 
dle men Jews aided the economic development of 
the countries in which they resided and were con- 
sequently tolerated for a time. But whenever the 
economic life of a country reached a given height 
and the native population learned to fulfill the 
social-economic functions of the Jews, discrimina- 
tion set in. This discrimination, whetted by the 
increasingly sharp contradictions of our social 
structure, generally resulted in the complete ex- 
ile of the Jew from the country in question. 

At the present time, the Jews are experiencing 
one of the bitterest moments in their history: 
In Russia, Roumania and Austria, where the 
majority of the Jews live, their specific activities 
for the economic development of their countries 
have become superfluous. The growing incon- 
sistencies of the competitive system tend to ex- 
clude them from all spheres. In these countries the 
Jews have long been deprived of political and civil 
rights; now they are being deprived of the means 
of life. They have been barred from numerous 
professions; the doors of educational! institutions 
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are being shut in their faces; they are completely 
barred from productive activities like agriculture. 
In some countries, such as Roumania, Jews are 
being driven out like aliens. The savage outcries 
against them resound with a mounting fury. Medi- 
eval accusations are heard again. Jewish martyrs 
languish in prison, and perish on the scaffold. 

With the exception of a very wealthy, priv- 
ileged minority, the entire Jewish people is suf- 
fering from this unendurable situation in various 
degrees. We Jews are suffering materially and 
spiritually. The Jewish middle class is crushed 
both by non-Jewish competition which takes the 
form of economic boycott, and by government de- 
cree. The Jewish intelligentzia suffers from being 
excluded from all professions. But the wretched 
Jewish masses, which comprise 80% of the Jew- 
ish people, suffer most of all. These masses, for 
the most part petty tradesmen, are doomed to 
destruction both by government pressure and by 
social anti-semitism which deprives them of every 
means of livelihood. It is practically impossible 
for them to shift to productive labor because even 
the Jewish working class is subject to anti-semitic 
pressure and limited in its capacity to secure em- 
ployment. A steadily growing contingent of the 
army of the unemployed is recruited from the 
ranks of Jewish workers. 

Hunger, destitution, chaotic flight from coun- 
try to country and complete spiritual demorali- 
zation are the inevitable results of a condition 
which grows steadily worse. 

Reason and feeling point to two paths for the 
solution of the Jewish question. First, the revo- 
lutionary political energy of the Jewish masses 
must be awakened to form a social-democratic 
movement with the proletariat at the center and 
the masses at the periphery; secondly, the chaotic 
wandering of Jews from land to land must be 
directed toward one territory for the purpose of 
forming a Jewish commonwealth based on socia- 
list principles. That territory is the ancient Jew- 
ish land of Palestine together with neighboring 
lands which are under the dominion of England, 
such as Cyprus and Sinai. Instead of perishing 
from political and economic persecution, instead 
of wandering purposelessly from country to coun- 
try, instead of existing on non-productive work 
and becoming spiritually maimed, the Jewish 
masses must seek another course. The multi- 
tudes of Jewish emigrants whose means of sub- 
sistence have been destroyed, must be concen- 
trated in one territory for the purpose of cre- 
ating a way of life adjusted to their ideal and 
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material interests. This is the extreme need of 
the Jews to-day. 

There is no contradiction, as might superficially 
be assumed, between Jewish participation in the 
political struggles of the countries in which Jews 
reside and the desire for an autonomous Jewish 
center. 

Jewish emigration is a historic process which 
cannot be completed in a short space of time. 
The majority of Jews will for years to come re- 
main in the countries where they now live. They 
must therefore inevitably react to their conditions, 
fight for economic improvement and _ political 
rights; they must struggle for the general ideal of 
co-operative labor, and for their individual human 
dignity. To urge the masses to withdraw from 
this struggle in the name of Jewish autonomy in 
Palestine would be suicidal spiritually and 
economically. On the other hand, to ignore the 
urgencies of the Jewish situation in the name of 
socialism would be a crime against crucial Jewish 
needs. To answer the driven thousands seeking 
employment and shelter with the slogan of a 
future socialist society is to give stones instead 
of bread. 


The reactionary bourgeois character of mod- 
ern Zionism has discredited the conception of the 
Jewish renaissance in the eyes of Jewish socialists. 
However—the mistaken belief of some socialists 
to the contrary—Zionism does not spring from 
the desire of the Jewish middle class to find new 
spheres for capitalist exploitation. Such an ex- 
planation of this remarkable movement is crude 
and naive. Zionism springs from the conscious- 
ness of the Jewish masses that their economic po- 
sitions have been shattered and from their desire 
for a more tolerable way of life.. To this social- 
economic motive must be added the reawakened 
national self-consciousness which has become the 
spiritual driving force of the movement. 

In its national ideal, Zionist thought has so 
far been unable to rise above the conception of a 
government with Jewish exploiters and Jewish 
exploited. Because of its failure to establish con- 
tact with socialist ideas Zionism has become in- 
creasingly reactionary. But despite this tendency, 
Jewish socialists are in no position to cast stones 
at modern Zionism. They were hostile to Zion- 
ism from its inception. Not only did they make 
no attempt to align it with socialism but they mis- 
interpreted its origin and essence. The present 
reactionary form of Zionism does not free Jew- 
ish socialists from their obligation toward the 
Jewish problem and toward the conception of a 
Jewish renaissance. On the contrary, it places 


upon them the duty of illuminating this profound 
national phenomenon and transforming it into a 
socialist movement. 

We are not disturbed by the charge of ‘“‘Uto- 
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pian’ brought forth by the socialists. The found- 
ing of various economic, co-operative associations 
is one of the chief activities of modern socialism. 
Many even expect a socialist society to be realized 
through such methods. Co-operative coloniza- 
tion is the path which will lead to the realization 
of a Jewish socialist society. 

If the co-operative movement is developing suc- 
cessfully in the old capitalist countries, it must 
surely find its place in a new society. We view it 
as the only basis for successful colonization in 
general. 

We are equally unaffected by the cry of “Uto- 
pia’’ raised by the bourgeois Zionists. If any de- 
serve the designation of “Utopian” it is the re- 
actionary Zionists. Those who believe that the 
success of Zionism depends on the whim of the 
Sultan and who put their faith in so-called “dip- 
lomacy”’ are Utopians. Socialist-Zionists are free 
from that pseudo-romantic viewpoint according 
to which colonization can only start in the ‘Holy 
Land” and not in the countries under the rule of 
England which lie adjacent to Palestine. Those 
who wish to weld the ideals of the Jewish renais- 
sance together with the noblest ideals of mankind 
are not Utopians. The work of those who be- 
lieve that men can be inspired by conceptions of 
slavery and moral ignominy is destined to be 
lost. Only Socialist-Zionism makes Zionism pos- 
sible. It widens the concept of Eretz Israel and 
makes possible the realization of a Jewish com- 
monwealth. It renders Zionism consonant with 
the national and spiritual interests of the whole 
people, making of it an ideal which engages the 
vital passions of the masses. 

The closer Zionism approaches fulfillment, the 
nearer the problems of colonization press, the 
more obvious the necessity for Socialist-Zionism 
becomes. The reactionary bourgeois Zionists 
seek colonization on a capitalist basis. In doing 
so they doom Zionism to death. At the very 
outset of the movement they introduce those class 
interests and social conditions which will destroy 
Zionism. At the present time the Zionist move- 
ment, despite all its failings is idealistic in its goal. 
However, in the process of the actual realization 
of Zionism the special interests of various groups 
will arise—the interests of capitalists, the bour- 
geoisie, technicians, agriculturists and others. 
There will then break out a class-struggle which 
will destroy the Jewish commonwealth at its in- 
ception. This conflict of interests will be the rock 
on which Zionism will founder. When class- 
hatred and bankruptcy will come instead of libera- 
tion and rebirth the reactionary Zionists will be 
adjudged guilty before the tribunal of history. 

If the Jewish socialists will continue to remain 
aloof they will not be less guilty. They have the 
opportunity to oppose bourgeois Zionism with 
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their socialist spirit, and to direct the movement 
into socialist channels. Their sin against the Jew- 
ish people will be all the greater, because as 
socialists they represent the most enlightened and 
idealistic element of our people. 

Coming out with the platform of Socialist- 


Zionism before Jewish youth, we hope to be right- 


ly understood. We hope that the best representa- 
tives of Jewish youth will react honestly and sin- 
cerely to our appeal. Above all we turn to all 
those Zionists who, conscious of the spiritual pov- 
erty, and essential non-Zionist character of 
present day Zionism seek new forms for Zionism, 
better adapted to their socialist vision. 

The Jewish question must be solved along these 
lines: 


Zionism and Education 


| gag taesn is an excellent laboratory for a study in 
educational variants. Mizrahi, General, and Labor 
Zionism have been evolving three educational principles. 
To Dr. Nardi* this situation suggests the possibility of a 
synthesis. As he sees it, each type concentrates upon a single 
phase of education, and all three traditions are necessary 
for that degree of wholeness which modern education sets 
forth. But Dr. Nardi’s study does not in itself constitute 
the synthesis which he suggests. Although he poses a 
tempting problem, it must remain for life and events in 
Palestine to determine a fundamental unity. Dr. Nardi 
understands that great and old main streams of social and 
cultural experience cannot be forced into a common peda- 
gogical pipe-line when he reduces the concepts of Mizrahi, 
General, and Labor Zionism to their pragmatic attitudes in 
the classroom and considers the chances of mingling them 
into one national educational system. Thus Dr. Nardi’s 
attempted “‘synthesis’’ is properly directed to the mechanism 
rather than the philosophy of education. 

Dr. Nardi’s definition of educational functions in Pal- 
estine is clear, modest and balanced . It refers to useful- 
ness to the community, love of country, realization of its 
limitations, tradition, a sense of proportion with regard to 
Diaspora, a consciousness of social productivity, and coop- 
eration with Arab neighbors. Dr. Nardi’s work would be 
finished with this attractive definition were the three sys- 
tems equally compatible with this approach. But he finds 
the General School unduly academic and lacking in social 
idealism; the Mizrahi school clerical and opposed to scien- 
tific methods; and the Labor school presumably sometimes 
partisan. Although Dr. Nardi seems to feel most sympa- 
thetic to the Labor system he concludes that “ceremonial 
tradition, general education, and preparation for the life of 
Labor Palestine, though each is stressed by only one of the 
three Zionist school systems, should all be integral parts of 
the curriculum of all Zionist schools, just as they are integral 
elements in the renaissance of the Jewish people in Pal- 
estine.”” 

It should be remembered that this study is approached 
from the angle of experience in progressive education. Dr. 
Nardi believes that progressive methods should however be 
subordinated to social, cultural and economic trends in 





*ZIONISM AND EDUCATION IN PALESTINE, by 
Noach Nardi, Teachers College, Columbia University, $1.50. 
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1) Social-democratic movements must be 
joined in those countries where the Jewish masses 
live. 


2) A Jewish socialist commonwealth must be 
founded in Palestine and the neighboring lands. 


As there is no organic connection between po- 
litical struggle in the Diaspora and the recon- 
struction of Palestine there must be two inde- 
pendent organizations for the concrete realiza- 
tion of these two ideas. 


To work, comrades! 
Long live international socialism! 


Long live Socialist-Zionism ! 


LONDON, MAY, I9O1 


@ A REVIEW 


Zionism. The American reader familiar with the new lead- 
ership of Dr. Counts in education will understand Dr. 
Nard’s cautious attitude to progressive education: “If it is 
genuinely progressive,” Dr. Counts is quoted, “it must. . . 
face equally and courageously every social issue, come to 
grips with life in all its stark reality, establish an organic 
relation with the community, fashion a compelling and 
challenging vision of human destiny, and become less fright- 
ened than it is today at the bogies of ‘imposition’ and “in- 
doctrination’.”” From some such angle Dr. Nardi finds the 
social direction of the Labor Schools, the attempt to syn- 
thesize Zionism and Socialism, a valuable precedent for all 
the educational systems in Palestine. ‘They (the Labor 
Schools) have broken away from traditional methods and 
principles, focused attention upon the child as a personality, 
attempted to integrate the school with the life of the com- 
munity, encouraged the participation of parents in the work 
of the school, influenced all the other Jewish schools in 
Palestine and adapted the school to modern specific needs.” 
The three fundamental principles of the Labor School Sys- 
tem are the teaching of humanistic subjects in the spirit of 
Labor Palestine, civic education along the lines of social 
and national aims in the Histadrut, and the basic importance 
of physical labor. ; 

Dr. Nardi’s contribution remains an attempt to suggest a 
possible synthesis of tradition (Mizrahi), academic expert- 
ness (General), and social doctrines (Labor). Perhaps in 
a country whose rate of. Jewish immigrant absorption, as 
Ben-Gurion points out, is one of the most exceptional on 
record, this consideration for a present synthesis is pre- 
cocious. But a voice for national unity in education is 
valuable in the making of a pedagogical machinery. Assum- 
ing with Dr. Nardi that the creation of a unified public 
school system would merge the spirit and content of teach- 
ing in Palestine, it will thoughfully be remembered that at 
the source of educational systems lie complicated processes 
taking their chances in the world, and that, for the time 
being, a modified form of “pluralism,” reflected in schools, 
is not necessarily shocking even in a country as small as 
Palestine. When the time comes for secularizing and 
unifying the school system in the democratic tradition some 
effort toward a synthesis like Dr. Nardi’s will meet with 
approval, And Dr. Nardi’s anticipations are characterized 
by common sense, a feeling for modern pedagogy and due 
respect for Jewish tradition. 
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Progress in Colonization 


( D* ARTHUR RUPPIN, long in charge of the colo- 

nization department of the Zionist Organization, 
has been living in Palestine for some thirty years. A noted 
sociologist and statistician, he is the author of “Jews of the 
Present Time’ and the more recent “Jews in the Modern 
World” (Macmillan, 1930). He is a member of the 
Executive of the Jewish Agency and their noted authority 
on cooperative settlements. Dr. Ruppin was one of the 
first German Jews who settled in Palestine. The following 
account is a valuable document of progress made in Pal- 
estine. It was presented before the Zionist Actions Com- 
mittee during the recent ten day session in Jerusalem. 
—THE Epirors.) 


THE remarkable progress made by our agri- 
cultural enterprises in Palestine cannot be 
ascribed to the exaggerated price-inflation now 
prevalent in the country, nor to the high prices 
of oranges on the Liverpool market. Our suc- 
cess is the result of combined efforts, intelligence 
and industry of our agricultural settlements and 
research bureaus, which work toward a greater 
productivity in agriculture and cattle-raising, as 
well as of our accomplishments in the local market. 
The following figures are a clear testimony of the 
economic progress of our Palestinian colonies. 
After providing for their own needs, the 
colonists sold: 

YEAR 1932 1933 1934 
Dairy products .................- £112,331 £132,989 £188,022 
Fowl, eggs, vegetables........ £ 64,396 £ 68,879 £ 98,428 

PURO foes cee £176,727 £201,868 £286,451 

This was achieved despite the failure of the 
Zionist Executive in 1934 to appropriate funds 
for the expansion and equipment of the colonies. 

Our work—beginning with the conquest of the 
Emek and the mountainous section around Jerusa- 
lem, and ending with the reclamation of the sand- 
dunes of Judah—has been subjected to continued 
criticism. People have objected to our methods 
of colonization, the principle of individual labor, 
the kvuza and the moshav, the flooding of the 
market with dairy products and the lack of buyers 
for our products. Naturally, we cannot expect 
foreign observers, who come from highly devel- 
oped countries with vast agricultural set-ups, to 
fully comprehend the phenomenon of a people in 
the process of resurgence and rehabilitation. 

Beginning with a mere handful of pioneers and 
with meagre means, the national agencies together 
with the yishuv have succeéded in preparing the 
ground for an immigration which has increased 
progressively and which, after fifteen years, has 
reached the yearly rate of 50,000, without in the 
least impairing its chances of future growth. 

The principles underlying our methods of colon- 
ization are: 1) self-support of the worker in re- 
gard to food for his family, cattle and fowl; 2) 
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the creation of colonial agencies to supervise the 
production and conversion of surplus products 
into cash; and 3) the introduction of irrigational 
facilities wherever possible. Our two coloniza- 
tion-forms are the kvuza and the moshav ovdim, 
but that they are being constantly augmented by 
new workers: 

Number of colonists Number of Number of 


Name of for whom credit workers workers 
Kvuzo was obtained early 1934 end 1934 
nee 50 71 84 
a 60 ~ 71 84 
ae 40 44 73 
Deganya A’ ............ 50 64 78 
Deganya B ............ 50 66 86 
Hephzi-Ba .............. 60 71 74 
Merchavya .............. 50 87 121 
Ate Piawed \.............. 210 311 334 
Kiryat Anavim ........ 50 78 80 


Can any one demand more convincing evidence 
as to the absorptive capacities of the kuuza? 

As regards the moshav ovdim, where the popu- 
lation has also been growing continually, the stric- 
tures were aimed chiefly at the individual-labor 
regulation which is enforced there. People have 
referred mockingly to the practice, prevalent in 
these colonies, of putting “relations” to work as 
a means of escaping the ban on hired labor. But 
we ought to bear in mind that these “relations” 
—parents, brothers and sisters of the settlers— 
who in Europe formed a part of the impoverished 
petty merchant class looking for an easy way of 
making a living—are being converted into healthy, 
productive elements in the moshav ovdim. 

In the report to the Actions Committee session 
there is included a point concerning the Hydraulic 
Society (Chevrat Hamayim). The surface springs 
now in use will soon be exhausted. We are there- 
fore faced with the task of instituting a thorough, 
countrywide search for new underground water 
sources. Many countries faced with a similar 
problem are expending great sums of money on 
such hydraulic investigations. With the limited 
funds at our disposal, we cannot, of course, com- 
pare ourselves to other countries; nevertheless, 
we are making every effort to employ the most 
scientific methods required for such work. This 
investigation is undertaken to meet the needs not 
only of the present colonies but also of those 
colonies which we hope in the near future to 
settle on new land-areas, including that of North- 
ern Palestine, the Negev. 

Until now we have conducted only geological 
investigations; but recently, with the help of spe- 
cial kinds of apparatus, we have been able to begin 
geo-physical examinations: Electric currents are 
sent deep underground to reveal the earth’s hid- 
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den secrets. We intend in the near future to 
organize a Palestine Hydraulic Research Institute. 


At the present the most important problem 
on our agenda is the formulation of plans for the 
agricultural colonization of the future. We have 
enough prospective colonists. About 1800 fami- 
lies are already on the land. To this number 
must be added about 1200 workers in the pre- 
paratory collectives and about 500 bodedim or pri- 
vate, unorganized laborers—all of whom are 
anxious to be colonized. Conservatively estima- 
ted, we have at least 8000 prospective settlers. 
Our first task is to raise the sum necessary for 
the colonization of the 1800 families already on 
the land, and then to secure land for all the other 
prospective colonists now awaiting their turn. The 
successful execution of this project depends on 
the Jewish people. The funds which in the next 
few years we shall receive from the Keren Haye- 
sod will enable us to expand the scope of our 
work by attracting various organizations and pri- 
vate capital to colonization. 

Because of the wave of speculation that 
has overtaken the country, prices of land, 
which but a few years ago were compara- 
tively low, have risen sharply in recent times. 
True, we have at our disposal Jewish National 
Fund lands, but these areas have not yet been 
made ready for cultivation. Drainage and sani- 
tary operations must first be carried out on them. 
When this is accomplished, and irrigational facili- 
ties are installed in them, we shall be able to 
settle about 3000 families on this land. But 
what shall we do with the rest of the colonization 
applicants now awaiting their turn, or with those 
whom fresh immigration will yield? 


One way of meeting this problem would be 
by interior colonization. This could be accom- 
plished by enlarging the absorptive capacity of 
the land now under cultivation through the irri- 
gation of wider areas. At present only 200,000 
Jewish-owned dunam are being irrigated. If 
we could irrigate an additional 200,000 dunam 
we would be in a position to settle between 5,000 
and 8,000 more families. 

The invasion of the Negev, or Northern Pales- 
tine, would be another solution. At present the 
colony Ruchama represents the northern boun- 
daryline of Jewish colonization. We must push 
this boundary farther north. It is estimated that 
the Negev includes an area of four or five millions 
of practically uncultivated land. We have not as 
yet made a thorough investigation of this area, 
and we do not know anything about its water 
supply. But if we could utilize only a small part 
of this region for our purposes our problem 
would be nearly solved for the time being. 

We must also not neglect the possibilities of 
mountain colonization. Our experiments at Kir- 
yat Anavim and Atarot, although costly, were 
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successful. We must now exert ourselves to in- 
crease our land possessions in these areas. 

The lack of a home-market for our products 
need not cause too much anxiety. Palestine is 
importing agricultural products to the extent of 
£500,000 annually. Pro-rated upon the basis of 
£10 per person, the new immigration alone will 
spend that much a year on milk, eggs, etc. 

Our agricultural budget for the year 1935 in- 
cludes £66,000 required to complete the consolida- 
tion of the existing colonies. With this sum we 
will bring to a conclusion our work in the old 
colonies, thereby freeing ourselves of all obliga- 
tions to the colonists. 

In addition to this we have assigned £113,000 
for new colonization. But if we subtract from 
this sum the appropriations made for Miph’al 
Rothschild and Miph’al Arlozoroff, our invest- 
ment in the Hydraulic Society and the administra- 
tion expenses, there remain for colonization work 
this year no more than £80,000. This sum will 
cover the expenses necessary for the settlement 
of no more than between 300 and 400 families. 

First on the list of the new colonies to be set- 
tled is Emek Hefer (Vadi Havarit) : 487 work- 
ers’ families, 260 of which are connected with 
various organizations, are already settled there, 
and in time 537 more will be added. 

As regards the settlement of middle-class fami- 
lies, the 537 colonists we plan to settle in Emek 
Hefer are recruited from that class. In the 
Actions Committee report we have also mentioned 
the 100 families which we intend to bring to Pales- 
tine this year. Following a decision of the Budget 
Commission, we are going to devote 15 per cent 
to the settlement of middle-class families. 

On several occasions in the past I have already 
referred to the Colonization Association (Hevrat 
Hityashvut). We should like to see this organ- 
ization take over the work of colonization. The 
Assocation, which would be under the supervision 
of the Executive, will not make any direct loans 
to the settlers. It will demand 20 per cent from 
each applicant toward the expense which his colon- 
ization will involve. We hope that this organiza- 
tion, when incorporated, will mobilize larger sums 
for settlement purposes than we did. 

I also wish to comment briefly on our Agricul- 
tural Experimental Station (Tachnat Nisayon 
Heklait). The researches of this institution con- 
tributed greatly toward the progress of coloniza- 
tion in the country and helped materially to in- 
crease the crops of field and pasture. At present, 
the station continues its valuable researches in 
horticulture, insectology, soil-composition, etc. 

The situation is still far from satisfactory: 
We must aim at a rural community which 
will comprise one-third of the general population. 
I am sure that if we concentrate all our energies 
on this purpose we will achieve the necessary 
agricultural percentage. 
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Two Documents 


S A veteran Zionist, I have derived unmixed 
joy in these days from an action of the great 
majority of the American Rabbinate. Outstand- 
ing men in Reform and Conservative Rabbinate 
have, in two documents destined to become his- 
toric, borne witness to their assent to the principles 
and ideals of Labor Palestine. No espousal here 
of one party rather than another in Palestine, 
but a statement from hundreds of men in the 
American Rabbinate, Liberal and Orthodox alike, 
in which these affirm their basic agreement with 
the policies and practices of the Histadrut or 
Labor Palestine. 

These affirmations are doubly precious to me 
because the commitment of the authors implies 
two things—the expression of sympathy for the 
concept of the Jewish National Home by many 
in places of leadership who hitherto have stood 
aloof, and, second, the understanding of the place 
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Y FIRST impression of Chaim Arlozoroff 


remains with me to this day. Although 
my first encounter was with his name only, my 
recollection of it is clear and vivid. It occurred 
during the last years of the War when we Zion- 
ists were zealously preaching our doctrines in 
the belief that Zionism, until then no more 
than an ideal, would soon begin to materialize. 

It was then that I heard a quiet and persuasive 
voice. It was the voice of one of our dreamers, 
and it came to me through the pages of a small 
German publication, Die Arbeit. That voice con- 
veyed several important messages to me. It spoke 
of a progressive, positive Zionism, not one pro- 
ceeding from the negative results of anti-semit- 
ism. It emphasized the value of labor to the 
broken-down Jewish masses, and expressed the 
belief that the complete realization of Jewish 
aims in Palestine was closely related to the solu- 
tion of the Arab problem. This last thought 
was expressed with a great deal of reserve, clarity 
and precision. 

Die Arbeit was Chaim Arlozoroff’s organ. Ten 
years passed before I met the man in person in 
the war atmosphere of a Zionist Congress. Once 
more I perceived the quiet and reserve of a bear- 
ing which nevertheless could not conceal an ele- 
ment of fear, and an unusually serene mind not 
untinged by emotional forebodings. This dream- 
er was also a man of practical diplomacy who 
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of the Histadrut in any truly social, ethical, con- 
structive program of Palestine building. These 
two statements are so admirable that it is most 
difficult to declare which surpasses the other in 
quality and spirit. The statement of the Con- 
servatives, paradoxically enough is in the mood 
of tested Liberals. The Reform statement re- 
flects the pioneering enthusiasm of devotees. 
These two statements, honoring to the Rab- 
binate, may enlighten American Israel and bring 
together in the common services of Palestine 
groups which are far apart. This Palestine is 
not to be a huge real estate enterprise of citrus- 
growing development, but an adventure in the 
working out of those ideals of life, not in a com- 
petitive order which has brought mankind to the 
chaos in which it now finds itself, but in a co- 
operative society which Israel first described as 
the Summum Bonum of life. May 13, 1935 


Chaim Arlozoroft 


could raise himself above the technicalities of 
parliamentary discipline when the interests of 
justice were at stake, a man upon whom all of us 
were depending for advice and counsel in the 
solution of our common problems. 

My last encounter with him was on the eve of 
his final departure from Palestine. My mind 
had been greatly perturbed over many vexing 
events in Zionism, and I asked for an appoint- 
ment to see him. I unburdened myself before 
him. Had we come to Palestine to indulge in 
party strife which threatened to destroy the re- 
sult of all our efforts? I complained to him 
about the lack of an ethical sense in the relations 
between the younger and older generations, and 
spoke about the pleasure-seeking tendencies that 
were so prevalent among us during those days. 

When I had finished my list of grievances, 
Arlozoroff rose from his chair and began pacing 
up and down. He disputed the charges I made 
against our people. He treated them analy- 
tically, like a psychologist. He looked upon our 
temporary weakness with a far-sighted eye. He 
traced the source of our difficulties back to the 
past and foresaw their solution in the future. 

This was characteristic of him. Whenever he 
expressed an opinion, it was couched in few, well- 
chosen phrases. A rare master of several lan- 


guages, he could express himself lucidly and con- 
vincingly to almost everybody. Though a party- 
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man, strongly devoted to his political faith, he 
was always ready to listen sympathetically to the 
arguments of the opposing faction. But when it 
came to making a definite decision, to taking a 
definite step, he always knew where he stood. 
Opportunism was no less foreign to him than 
vacillation. He was a Jew in that he desired 
to mediate between two worlds, to act as an in- 
terpreter of one world to another. It is for this 
reason that, as editor of Die Arbeit, he empha- 
sized the importance of the Arab problem. It 
is for this reason that he appreciated the import- 
ance of creating sympathy for the essential mean- 
ing of Zionism both in the Christian and Moham- 
medan world, in the midst of which our own small 
nation lives. He himself was born in eastern 
Europe, and brought from there his idealism and 
selflessness. arly in life, though, he was sent 
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to western Europe to receive the advantages of 
orderly civilization there, and training towards 
responsibility and self-discipline. It was the syn- 
thesis of these things which opened in him, and 
for us, the horizons of true leadership. 

And we, who must always look forward to 
leadership as our forefathers once looked for- 
ward to the Messiah, lost, when we lost him, 
a leader who had not yet reached maturity, who 
died before time and the purifying processes of 
experience had placed their stamp on his charac- 
ter and ability. And whenver we think of him 
and a few others who are our support in moments 
of doubt and uncertainty, we are encouraged 
again to consecrate our meagre talents to our 
task as men and Jews, to the service of Jewry 
and humanity. 


A COMMUNICATION 


(Alice L. Seligsberg is one of the original members of 
Hadassah; senior advisor to Junior Hadassah for Palestine 
Affairs; she spent two years in Palestine (1918-1920) as an 
executive of the American Medical Unit; and director of 
The Palestine Orphan Committee, which cared for 5000 
War orphans.) 


I ASK myself why I am dissatisfied with the Platform of 
the Z. O. A., Hadassah, and the Order Sons of Zion, 
and why I can wholeheartedly endorse the Zionist Labor 
Bloc demands, although in one respect at least, I wish that 
they might go further than they do. (In what follows, I 
shall refer to the former as the Z. O. A. Platform, and 
the latter as the Labor Demands.) 


The Z. O. A. Platform and the Labor Demands have 
much in common. They agree as to the sovereignty of 
of the Congress and its executive bodies in all questions 
of political policy, although Labor Demands go beyond 
the Z. O. A. Platform in that they require all parties and 
groups as well as individual Zionists to support not only 
the World organization and its instruments of action, but 
also the Palestinian Assefat Hanivcharim and Vaad Leumi. 

There is agreement also with regard to the Jewish Nation- 
al Fund and the Keren Hayesod, although the Z. O. A. 
Platform demands that these funds have priority over Party 
funds—a subject not touched on by Labor. On the other 
hand, the Labor document makes this telling comment “'Pri- 
vate capital which must be attracted in increasing measure 
for the development of the country, must be balanced, and 
frequently stimulated, by national capital, so as to function 
compatibly with national interests.” This, it seems to me, 
provides one more safeguard (others will be recorded 
later) against uncontrolled individualism. 

The two documents have the identical attitude toward 
opening Transjordania to Jewish immigration and increas- 
ing the volume of immigration into Palestine, although 
Labor goes one step further in that it demands the Palestine 
Government empower the Jewish Agency to be the judge of 
the absorbtive capacity of the country. 

As to the appointment of Jews to government works and 
positions and the allocation of government funds to Jewish 
education and health budgets, the two documents agree, 
but again Labor goes further in that it demands pressure 
be brought to bear on the government to introduce adequate 
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standards of wages, minimum wages, shorter work hours, 
workmen’s accident compensation, unemployment and sick- 
ness insurance, old age pensions and the prohibition of 
child labor. Here again, we have an attempt to prevent 
the evils of uncontrolled individualism and capitalistic ex- 
ploitation. 

In regard to opposition to the Legislative Council, there 
is only one point of view, but on the other hand, Labor 
demands something positive, with regard to self-govern- 
ment, namely, that the Government be urged to increase 
municipal autonomy on a democratic basis in non-Jewish 
as well as Jewish communities. 

The Z. O. A. Platform and Labor both demand the ex- 
tension of agricultural colonization. Labor, however, in- 
sists that the Congress formulate a practical program to 
improve the training of prospective pioneers and to foster 
the immigration of Halutzim. It is only in the Labor pro- 
gram for the Congress that we find the demand that Con- 
gress formulate a plan for the increase of our national 
capital, and the mobilization of private capital to carry 
out colonization projects, as well as the demand that com- 
mune-colonization in all its forms continue to occupy a 
prominent place in Zionist economic policy. Then too, 
Labor asks that nationally controlled credit institutions be 
established to aid immigrants in settling in towns and 
villages, but (and this is again a safeguard to those ideals 
we all proclaim) that these institutions be permitted to ex- 
tend credits only to such employers as employ organized 
Jewish labor and do not engage in speculation. 

The Labor Bloc is not satisfied with merely encouraging 
agricultural immigration, but faces the fact that agricultural 
workers have left agricultural employment; the Labor Bloc 
demands that the Congress make it possible for Jewish 
workers to return to agriculture by securing funds to build 
cheap living quarters in and around colonies, with adequate 
provision for some type of husbandry. 

There is uniformity of attitude toward the Histadrut as 
the only and the official Labor Union in Palestine. 

Now we come to the points in the two formulations of 
demands that have no common starting point. 

Labor calls for a reorganization of the Jewish Agency 
on a democratic basis, and demands that its non-Zionist 
elements become more actively instrumental in the recon- 
struction of Palestine. 
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Labor not only comes out strongly in condemnation of 
land speculation and violation of the principle of Jewish 
labor, but demands that the resolutions of the last Congress 
in respect to these matters be made obligatory, and that 
any Zionist who violates one or both of these principles be 
expelled from the organization. 

The Z. O. A. merely leaves the safe-guarding of Jewish 
labor to the Histadrut, and so far as I can see, its only 
reference to land speculation is the statement, not in the 
Platform itself, but in the Comments on the Platform, page 
5, that “the proposed National Economic Planning Com- 
mission in Palestine may be instrumental in attacking, avoid- 
ing and controlling the evil of !and speculation which is 
rearing its ugly head in Palestine.” By the way, if we 
avoid Jand speculation, then we need not attack or control 
it. Do the General Zionists perhaps really want some 
degree of land speculation (despite the J. N. F.) and yet 
want also to be able to attack and control it? 

Labor, seeing that reactionary elements of the population 
have begun to agitate for a property qualification for the 
franchise, demands that necessary steps be taken by the 
Congress to ensure equal rights of suffrage without consider- 
ation of the property of tax-paying capacity of the resident. 
Labor also demands that woman suffrage be introduced in 
those municipalities where it does not already exist. 

In all the points of difference between the Z. O. A. 
Platform and the Labor Demands, I find that whereas the 
former expresses the idealism of every devoted Zionist, 
without coming to grips with existing evils or defining ways 
and means of combating them, the Labor Bloc and only the 
Labor Bloc puts significant meaning into such sentences 
as ‘We favor measures to facilitate the establishment of a 
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just social and economic order in Palestine which shall 
embody the highest ethical and social ideals of the Jewish 
people.’” These sentiments are quoted from the General 
Zionist Platform; breathes there a Jew with a soul so 
dead that he would not subscribe to them? But to me they 
have no more meaning than any other platform to which 
all good men can subscribe without thinking sentiments 
such as this: “We believe in Peace’. ‘‘We believe in 
Mercy”. ‘We beiieve in Justice and Truth”. The Labor 
Bloc, however, defines some of the steps that must be 
taken in order to facilitate the establishment of a just 
society. 

Although the Z. O. A. Platform would like to have the 
General Zionists regarded as pro-labor, how far they are 
from really understanding the place of labor in this chang- 
ing world can be seen from plank 6 in their platform as well 
as from Mr. Rothenberg’s comments thereon. ‘“‘Har- 
monious relations among all classes’ cannot prevail so long 
as classes with conflicting interests exist. Unless Labor 
power—not mentioned in Mr. Rothenberg’s comments,— 
has representation equal to that of the Money power in the 
proposed National Economic Planning Commission for Pal- 
estine, class differences will be aggravated, and we shall have 
neither a just social order, nor a land of peace. 

I wish the Labor Bloc had seen fit to include in its de- 
mands some curb upon private profit. Just as in the early 
days we subscribed to the principles underlying the J. N. F., 
and are now proposing that all Zionists who engage in 
land speculation, or fail to uphold the principle of Jewish 
labor be read out of the Zionist Organization, so now it 
seems to me, the time has come to exact a pledge from 
Zionists that personal profits from private enterprise, be- 
yond a certain point, be turned into public funds. 


HISTADRUT and the RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 


A statement by the Executive Council of the Rabbinical 
Assembly of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. 
I’ a lengthy pamphlet entitled “What Would Ezra Say,” 

Rabbi Wolf Gold, President of the Mizrahi Organiza- 
tion of the United States and «Canada has attacked the 
stand of the Rabbinical Assembly of America on the Hista- 
drut in Palestine, as expressed in widely publicized resolu- 
tions of the Convention and the Executive Council. With- 
out impugning Rabbi Gold’s motives, we feel that he fails 
to understand our attitude toward Palestinian Labor, and 
that a brief statement of our position is required. Our atti- 
tude toward the Histadrut is two-fold: 

1. We are wholeheartedly in favor of the social ideals 
of the Histadrut, which to us are the logical outgrowth of 
the ideals of Judaism. To quote our Resolution, ‘We 
express our hearty appreciation of the contribution of the 
labor movement, led by the Histadrut, to the rebuilding of 
the Jewish National Home in Palestine, and the advance- 
ment of the ideals of a cooperative commonwealth.” 

And again, “We share with the Histadrut those religious 
ideas and ideals which recognize the sanctity and dignity 
of human life, and which strive for the establishment of a 
society in which these ideals will be realized. We agree with 
the Histadrut that only through a cooperative common- 
wealth can such a society be established and these religious 
ideals be achieved.” 

2. We are militantly devoted to the cause of religious 
observance everywhere. Again quoting the resolution “We 
furthermore urge (i.e. upon the Histadrut) a deeper con- 
sciousness of, and a more sympathetic attitude toward the 
rich traditional and religious heritage of Israel, which is 
basic to the social idealism of the labor movement.” And 
further, ‘‘as religious leaders, we are strongly devoted to 
traditional Jewish religious concepts and forms. The reso- 


lution of our Convention indicates our dissent with irreli- 
gion in Palestine or anywhere else.” 

It is therefore clearly evident that we were not under the 
impression that every member or group in the Histadrut has 
“never failed to respect the traditions and the mode of life 
of the Jewish people,’ which Rabbi Gold seeks to represent 
as our contention (Page 12). In spite of the opinions and 
practices of individuals or groups within the Histadrut, 
which is not a party, but a body of organized Labor in 
Palestine, we still believe that as an organization ‘‘the His- 
tadrut has been respectful of the traditional practices of 
their fellow Jews.” We voice our unqualified opposition 
to any violation of Jewish tradition within the Histaarut 
or without. But we do not forget that social justice is no 
less integral in Judaism than Kashruth and the Sabbath. 

Rabbi Gold’s quotation from the anti-religious statements 
of Hazan and Steinman, can no more be taken as the off- 
cial stand of the Histadrut than the anti-Labor position of 
Rabbi Amiel can be construed as the pronouncement of the 
Mizrachi. Though Rabbi Amiel is an outstanding Mizra- 
hist, Rabbi Gold himself repudiates his position (page 4). 
He also neglects to mention that the articles of Hazan and 
Steinman were part of a symposium on “The Value of 
Tradition” in which ten or more contributors took part 
and all shades of opinion were represented. Thus the views 
of Hazan and Steinman were vigorously combatted among 
others, by Malez and Epstein of the Histadrut, as well as 
by Kadari and Bernstein of the Poel HaMizrahi, in the 
columns of the Labor paper, Davar. 

We may add that Rabbi Gold has misinterpreted Ussish- 
kin’s statement, when he takes it to mean that the veteran 
Zionist leader opposed the irreligion of Labor alone. His 
words, quoted by Rabbi Gold on Page 8 read as follows: 
“Palestinian Jewry, in its overwhelming numbers, the work- 











30 


ers as well as other circles, has been, since the World War, 
cutting itself loose from the vital root of Jewish tradition.” 
All classes in Palestine, Ussishkin feels, have too often been 
manifesting a tragic disloyalty to Jewish traditional practices 
and ideals. With his position we are in total agreement. 
As a matter of fact, therein lies the penalty that religious- 
minded Jews must pay, for having permitted the founda- 
tions of a rebuilt Palestine to be laid by those who were 
unsympathetic to religion. The remedy, however, does not 
lie in vituperation and reactionary politics, or the smashing 
of the Labor movement, as advocated by Revisionism and its 
sympathizers, but in the processes of education and per- 
suasion grounded upon genuine cooperation. 

Moreover, it cannot be emphasized too strongly that Miz- 
rahi has no monopoly on religious loyalty. Though we 
cannot completely agree with Mizrahi’s conception of the 
Jewish religion, we have always sought to do our share on 
behalf of the perpetuation and revitalization of Jewish 
tradition in Palestine. It has been this goal which has 
motivated the wholehearted zeal of the members of the 
Rabbinical Assembly on behalf of the Zionist cause, and 
has led us to assist, through the United Synagogues of 
America, in the establishment of a Synagogue Center in 
Jerusalem. This activity on behalf of Judaism, we hope to 
continue and intensify. It is the illiberal attitude of a sec- 
tion of religious Jewry that makes it so difficult to win the 
respect, to say nothing of the allegiance of Labor for the 


LEAGUE NOTES 


growers CRUSO, the Secretary of the League for Labor 
Palestine, has completed a Spring tour which included 
Rochester, Toronto, Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, Kansas 
City, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and other places. Everywhere 
the League’s work of enlightenment about Palestine, and the 
Histadrut, creating around the work of Palestinian labor an 
atmosphere of friendship and encouragement, is in the 
process of becoming the chief program of active Jewish 
communities. On May 1, Mr. Cruso reported a new nu- 
cleus for a League Chapter formed in Rochester under the 
leadership of Rabbi Philip Bronstein, honorary chairman, 
and Mark Hanapolsky, secretary. Leading Zionists of Roch- 
ester established a permanent committee to plan the dissemi- 
nation of the Jewish Frontier . On May 2nd and 3rd To- 
ronto saw the birth of its first League chapter with Dr. S. 
Hurwich as secretary, thus joining other cities in the grow- 
ing Canadian membership. In Detroit, the Jewish Frontier 
and the League acquired sustaining members, and a Shekel 
assembly was held for the approaching elections of the 19th 
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Jewish religion. 

Rabbi Gold quotes a section of the Book of Ezra, in 
which the great Scribe lamented the decay of religious ob- 
servance in Palestine during the fifth century. His great 
colleague Nehemiah has equally fervent and immortal words 
on the question of the social ideals of Judaism, which were 
being flouted in his day, as they are in ours: 

Then there arose a great cry of the people and of their 
wives against their brethren the Jews. Some also there 
were that said, ‘“‘we are mortgaging our fields and our 
vineyards ,and our houses; let us get corn, because of the 
dearth. Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, 
our children as their children, and lo, we bring into bond- 
age our sons and our daughters to be servants, and some 
of our daughters are brought into bondage already; 
neither is it in our power to help it; for other men have 
our fields and our vineyards”. And I was very angry 
when I heard their cry and these words. And I said 
unto them, “We after our ability have redeemed our 
brethren the Jews, that sold themselves unto the heathen; 
and would ye nevertheless sell your brethren, and should 
they sell themselves unto us?” Ought ye not to walk in 
the fear of God?” 

Recognizing that the Torah of Israel includes command- 
ments between man and man (mitzvoth ben adam laha- 
vero) as well as between man and God, (mitzvoth ben 
adam lamakom,) we reaffirm our unwavering devotion to 
the Land of Israel, for the people of Israel, according to 


the ever vital Torah of Israel. 


Zionist Congress. Mr, Cruso’s five-day stay in Chicago was 
crowded with the creation of seven committees for the pur- 
pose of organizing additional chapters in seven sections of 
the city. A volunteer committee has undertaken to raise 
Jewish Frontier subscriptions, The Milwaukee League group 
was reorganized under the auspices of the Executive Com- 
mittee which announced a forthcoming public meeting of 
the entire membership, and subscription volunteers laid a 
basis for a campaign for the Jewish Frontier. 
In Kansas City, Mr. Cruso addressed an assembly of the 
Conservative Congregation, Rabbi Hadas, a National Asso- 
ciate of the League made a plea for the Labor ticket. The 
message to the League for Labor Palestine assembly (Hotel 
Pennsylvania, May 30th) by David Ben-Gurion, leader of 
the Histadrut Haovdim; the round table discussion with the 
National Associates and National Council of the League; 
the counsel of Zalman Rubashow, Baruch Zuckerman, and 
others climaxed the activity and progress through the month 
of May. Mr. Hamlin addressed the Bronx groups of the 
League on May 26, on the coming Zionist Congress. 

Among the League members who will visit during the 
summer in Palestine are Rabbi Wohl, the National Chair- 
man; Rabbi Israel of Baltimore; Charles Brown, Chairman 
of the Los Angeles Chapter; Hayim Greenberg, an Editor 
of Jewish Frontier; Isaac Hamlin, Secretary of the National 
Labor Committee; Rose Stoloff, Vice-Chairman of the 
League; Dr. Herman Seidel of Baltimore and Evelyn Si- 
naiko of Newark, members of the National Council. 

In Philadelphia, a League assembly met with Rabbi 
Abraham Heller on May 6th. A concert with Nahum 
Zemach drew over 450 League supporters and friends. In 
Newark, 50 members were enlisted in a few weeks, The 
League group which Baruch Zuckerman visited in Houston, 
Texas, pledged $1,000, for the Gewerkshaften Campaign. 
Another pledge of $1,000 was fulfilled by the League Chap- 
ter of Mexico City which Baruch Zuckerman just visited The 
10 League Chapters in Greater New York are preparing for 
their Shevuot Dance and Celebration which will take place 
on Sunday evening, June 9, at the Delano Hotel, the pro- 
ceeds of which will go towards Halutzim settlements in 
Palestine. 
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Last Minute Information Concerning ComingCongress Elections 


1. The elections take place Sunday, 
June 23. 

2. The Labor Zionist ticket, for 
which all friends of Labor Palestine 
campaign and vote, is List No. 2. 

3. Between June 5 and Election 
Day, all those who purchased tempor- 
ary Labor Zionist Shekel receipts, will 
receive the official Zionist Shekel. 
Do not lose your shekel—it must 
be presented at the polls on June 


4. A General Election Committee 
must be established immediately in ev- 
ery community. The committee should 
be composed of the three Zionist fac- 
tions: a) Labor Zionist (Poale Zion— 
Zeite Zion and all Labor Zionist or- 
ganizations); b) General Zionists, 
(Z.0.A., Hadassah, Order Sons of 
Zion;) c) Mizrahi. 

5. The General Election Committee 
is composed according to the following 
ratio: 


4 Labor Zionists List No. 2 
4 General Zionists List No. 1 
2 Mizrahi List No. 3 


6. Contact the other Zionist wings 
immediately and establish the above- 
mentioned General Election Commit- 
tee. - 





7. The organizations affiliated with 
the Labor Zionist Bloc, located in the 
larger Jewish centers, should assume 
responsibility for conducting education- 
al work in the near-by smaller com- 
munities for List No. 2. 

8. The organizations in the Labor 
Zionist Bloc, located in the larger Jew- 
ish centers, must be responsible for 
having at least one representative of 
the Labor Bloc present in the smaller 
neighboring communities on Election 
Day. Our organizations in the larger 
cities will receive from the Labor Bloc 
headquarters the names and addresses 
of the secretaries of the General Elec- 
tion Committees of every locality in 
their vicinity, who will receive the 
ballots. 

Our representatives must supervise 
the proper conduct of the election 
everywhere. The election is direct and 
secret; every voter must appear in per- 
son and surrender his Shekel to the 
Election Committee at the polls. It is 
illegal for secretaries of organizations 
to present the Shkolim for their mem- 


bers by proxy—every voter must appear 


9. The General Election Committee 
in every locality determines the num- 
ber and location of polling places in 
its city, and sets up the polling booths 
in conveniently located communal 
buildings in the center of the Jewish 
community. 

10. The Labor Zionist Organizations 
in every city must organize automobile 
squads. Every chaver with an automo- 
bile must place himself at the services 
of our campaign committee from June 
5 until June 23. 

11. The automobile squads must 
visit, between now and June 23, every 
purchaser of oitr temporary Shekel re- 
ceipts and certify whether they have 
the official Zionist Shekel. The squads 
must also impress the Shekel-holders 
with the importance of going to the 
polls on June 23 and voting for the 
Labor Zionist candidates on List No. 2. 

12. On June 23, the day of the 
elections, our automobile squads must 
visit all our Shekel holders and facili- 
tate their going to the polls. 

13. Special telephone squads should 
be ee to ie all Shekel hold- 
ers during the last few days preceding 
the elections to go to vote. 
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DR. EDWARD COHEN 


Travel Dept., Amalgamated Bank 


Histadrut Travel 


Tourist and Travel Bureau of the 
Histadrut in Eretz-Israel will ad- 


Sailing June 29th 


Amalgamated Bank 


———, 


"S.S. ROMA" 
to Palestine 


conducted by 


National Secretary, League for 
Labor Palestine 
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vise and guide the group in 
Palestine. 


from New York 
Stopovers: Madeira, Gibraltar, 
Malaga, Monte Carlo, Genoa, 
Venice, Naples, Rome, Taor- 
mina, Beirut, Palestine. 
Information and Assistance 
gladly furnished by the 


of New York 
Tel.: ALgonquin 4-1500 
11-15 Union Sq., N.Y.C. 
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